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3 the resolution was adopted; and the Vice 
Pre esident appointed Messrs. Davis, ConLamer, 
and Kennepy, as the ¢ ommittee of arrangements 
to superinte ond the removal. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now ask the Senate to vote 
on the re solution which [I submitted. I do not 
propose to discuss it. Itisa proposition which 
every Senator understands. It is a question, 
whether we shall simply draw or not draw for 
our seats when we go into the new Fall. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
move to postpone the special orders in order to 
take up that resolution? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do. I did not suppose any- 
body would object. I withdrew the resolution, 

an amendment to the one just adopted, at the 
request of Senators. | now offer it, as a separate 
} ‘olution, in this shape 

Resolved, That the seats in the Senate Chamber shall be 
assigned to Senators in the following manner: The Secre 
tary sual put into a box the name of each Senator, and in 

presence of the Senators, shall proceed to draw the 
come therefrom, and each Senator shall select a seat as his 
pame shall be called. 

Mr. DAVIS. Allow me to suggest to the Sen- 
ator, that the matter miclit be appropriate lv re- 
ferr 'd to the committee of arrangements, provided 
o in | th resolution which has been adopted. 

a AMLIN. I understand that; but the 
eae of arrangements may be ofone opinion, 
and the Senate of another, and I simply wish the 
expression of the opinion of the Senate, and then 
let that committee be guided by it. 

Mr. BROWN. I hope the Senate will take no 
such course as that. Drawing for seats is well 
enough in the House of Representatives, but in 

i body so small as this it seems to me to be 
wrong. For this partic ular case, I should not 
have so much objection to it; but 1 fear itis going 
to run into a precedent, and at the opening of 
every Congress we shall be asked to draw for 
seats, and old Senators will be displace cd and new 
ones take their places. If it could be confined to 
this single time, | do not know that I should ob- 
ject to it; but I have a bump of locality pretty 


highly develope d. IfI getin a seat, | want to stay 


there, and do not want to be drawn out of it by 
any sort of lottery of this kind. I have ho idea 
but that we can go into the new Chamber like 
gentlemen, and get comfortable seats without auy 
such scramble as has been anticipated. 

Mr. CAMERON. I am afraid we shall not 
have time to discuss the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Maine. A number of us desire to leave 
to-day, and the Senate will adjourn in the cour: 
of halfan hour, or an houratany rate. The cars 
start at half past three o’clock, and those who are 
going north and east ought to leave the Senate 
Chamber in a few minutes. This proposition will 
require a good deal of discussion. I move, there- 
fore, that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator will withdraw 
the motion fora moment. I want to take up the 
special order so as to leave it as the unfinishe d 
business. 

Mr. CAMERON. I will withdraw the motion 
long enough for that purpose. 

_ ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the question 
1s on the resolution of the Senator from Maine. 
Mr. CAMERON. I will not withdraw my mo- 
tion for that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
before the Senate is on the motion to postpone 
the special orders, with a view to take up the res- 
olution of the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. CAMERON. 
journ take precedence ? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stood the Senator to withdraw it. 

Mr. CAMERON. Only oncondition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the motion 
to adjourn is pending. 

Mr. STUART. 1 wish toask the indulgence 
of the Senator and the Senate, to pass a re »solu- 
tion which was introduced yesterday by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hazr,] making 
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bastian, Shields, Stuart, Ward, Wilson, and || a call upon the Post Office 4 oe nt. The 


parties desire that the resolution should be dis- 
pose ‘d of before the adjournment, so ‘that the in- 
formation may come in; and | have prepared a 
substitute which meets my views, und to which 
I suppose there will be no objection at all. 1 
should like to have the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to dispose of It. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I mi 
Senator from New Hampshire is not in his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDE NT. The Senator from 
Vermont objects. Then the question is on the 
motion to adjourn, 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jerse y. Will the 
Senator from Pennsylvania withdraw that for a 
motion I propose to make for an executive ses- 
sion. A nomination has come in this morning, 
which must be acted on to-day. [ think it will 
not take five minutes. 

Mr. CAMERON. I will withdraw it for the 
purpose of going into executive session. 

EXECYTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. Lnow move 
that we proceed to oe consideration of executive 
business. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to make an inquiry of the 
Chair. Is not the unfinished business Senate bi 
No. 65, the Pacifie ratiroad bill? 

The VICE PRES ‘J 
pant was notin the chair yesterday, atthe time 
of the adjournment; but he unders.inds that that 
bill is the unfinished business. 

Mr. GWILN. Thatis all Ll wish to have under- 
stood. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jers Vy. I renew my 


ne present occu- 


a 
— 
— 


motion for.an executive session. 
The motion was agreed to:and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business. 


After some time 
opened. 
ARREST OF WILLIAM WALKER. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


spent therein, the doors were re- 


a report of the Secret ry of the Navy, communi- 
cating, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 2Ist instant, conies of all the letters or 
correspondence, now on file in his Department, 


between the President of Nicaragua and Commo- 
dore Hiram Paulding, in relation to the capture 
of William Walker and his commandatS 
de Nicaragua, in December, 1857. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that the commu- 
n —— be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY. I suppose the motion 
goes to the € 
saaeers 

. DOOLITTLE. Ithink it is aot necessary 


refer the matter to the Committee on Printing. 


san Juan 


to print 
Committee on Printing, as a matter of 


This, as [ understand, is a letter from the Pres 
dent of Nicarazua to Commodore Hiram Pau id 
ing, in relation to the capture of W alker at San 
Juan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 
RICK in the chair.) Under the rule, a motion to 
print a document of this kind must be referred to 
the Committee on Printings but by unanimous 
consent the Senate can dispense with that rule 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. lask unanimous consent 
for that purpose. 

Mr. CLAY. I must t obj ct. 

The P RESIDING OFFICER. 
the Committee on Printing. 


It will go to 


SAN FRANCISCO POST OFFICE. 

Mr. B IGLER. Lask the Senate to procced to 
the consideration of the resolution otfered yester- 
day by the Se nator from Ne w Han apebire, [Mr. 
Hate, ]} calling for certain information in reference 
to charges against the postmaster at San Fran- 


| cisco. I do so for the purpose of offering an 


amendment which will be more agreeable and sat- 
isfactory to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and to all parties. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I must object to calling up 
the resolution. lt is a resolution which was in- 


| troduced by the Senator from New Hampshire, 


i who is not now present, who does not want it 


called up, that we know of. He is not here to 
attend to &%. 

Mr. STUART. T will say to the Senator from 
Vermont that the Senator from New Hampshire 
desired itto be taken up and passed, 

Mr. COLLAMER. But he did not want it to 
undergo entire modification. 

Mr. STUART. All I can say is, that he sent 
word to me, through the medium of the person 
who is anxious to have this matter acted on, that 
he wished the resolution called up and passed. 

Mr. COLLAMER,. Of course he wants it 
PASs¢ d. 

Mr. STUART. And that he was willing it 
should be putin that form which would give the 
widest scope to the Inquiry. 

fr. BIGLER. There will be no objection what- 
ever, Iam satished, when the Senator hears the 
amendment read. It accomplishes the object of 
the Senator from New He umpshire; for It is en- 
tirely broad in its terms. ‘The only difference is 
that the resolution which he offered reflects, in 
me of its terms, upon the Department, and at 
the same time was somewhat severe in its intima- 
tions upon the postmaster at San Francisco; but 
thisamendment calls for all papersand documents 
onthe subject. ‘That is the shape in which the 
committee desired the resolution to a ypear; and I 
am satisfied that if the Senator from New Hamp- 

Lire were here, he would agree to it in that shape. 

Mr . COLLAMER, As these gentlemen seem 

to be ‘advised of the views of the Senator from 
New Hampshire, whois not here, I shall not un- 
dertake to differ with them. | simply s ay, it seems 
to mi > that, when he has introduced a resolution, 
it should be left to him to take that course which 
he thinks proper. ‘The fact that he wishes it 
passed, does not prove that he would consent to 
a modihcation of tt. 

The PRESIDI NG OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, to proceed to the consideration of the res- 
olution named by him. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded toconsid rthe resolution yesterday offered 
by Mr. Hare; which is as follows: 

Whereas, the Senate, onthe 
following resolution, namely: 

* Resolved, ‘Tuatthe Postinaster General be also requested 
10 inform the Senate, at the same time, whether there are 
on the files of the Post Office Department any complaints of 
malfeasance in otlice, or violations of law on the part of the 
San Francisco postinaster; and, if so, when the same were 
filcdand in Whatmanner they are substantiated, and the na 
ture of the charges, the specifie sections of the law whiel 


the alleged acts are in violation of, and what action, if any, 
has been taken in regard thereto 3” 

And, on the 10th of June last, the following additional 
resolution, ni une ly: 

‘© Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
transmit to the Senate the evidence of alleged violations ot 

w and malfeasance in office on the part of the postmaster 
at San Francisco, and also the papers accompanying the 

une, filed in the Post Oilice Department on or about April 
20, 1857. Also, all correspondence with J. D. Pry, the 
pecialagent of the Post Office Department, in regard to any 
alleged malieasance on the part of said postmaster ; and es 
pecially, a copy of a letter addressed to said Fry, October 3, 
1255, aud the reply to the same; and also the report made 
by the said Frv. Also, letters in relation to the same from 
——-— Van Bokkelin, Esq., in 1856, and Messrs. Moore & 
Folger in 1@57, and copies of all correspondence connected 


th of May last, adopted the 











therewith. Also, letters from H. L. Goodwin in 1855, and 
for ers from the : a » person, dated Mareh 27, June 2 

July ind J thy 857. Also, letters of C. L. Weller, 
dat ptember 1, . March 21, 1856, and October 11, 
and 20, 18573 and ee the Postmaster General inform the 
Senate whetlier there is any information on the files of the 


Post Office Dep 


‘ 


utment showing or charging that the Inves 
igation ordered to be made by J. D. Fry, was an ex parte 
investigation 3” 

And whereas the information ealled for in the first men 
tioved resolution, and the papers called for by the second 
resolution have not been communicated to the Senate: 
‘Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to 
transmit to the Senate, without further delay, the informa 
tion and papers relating to the alleged ma}feasance in office 
and violations of law, on the part of the postmaster at San 
Francisco, ealled for by the two abovementioned resolu 
tions of this body, adopted May 13 and June 10, respect 
ively. 


Mr. BIGLER. I now offer this amendment, 
in the nature of a substitute, for the resolution: 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 


* transmit to the Senate all the papers and documents relating 


one 
Se 
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to the various charges made against the official conduct of | 


the postmaster at San Francisco. 


The amendment was agres d to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


ADMISSIONS ON THE FLOOR. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I offer the following res- 


olution, which I think ought to be acted ipon be- 
fore we adjourn. It relates to going inéo the other 
Hall: 

‘ 

Resolved, That until the Senate otherwise order, no per 
son except Senators, the officers of the Senate, ar d mem 
bers of the House of Representatives, be admitied to the 
floor of the Senate wiile in session. 


] think it would be better that we should have 
some rule about this matter before we go into the 
new Hall, as it will be unpleasant, if we once 
admit persons on the floor, to turn them out after- 
wards. I have no objection to the alteration 
which is suggested by the Senatorfrom Michigan, 
[Mr. Srvarr,] but I think it would be desirable 
notto have the Senate crowded upon, and particu- 
larly those of us who seton the outer circle, when 
we first go into the new Chamber. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not see that,in as large 
a room as that, we should be likely to be dis- 
turbed by allowing those to come in who are now 
wivileged to come upon the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There is 
there; 
ing right upon those of us who sit on the outer 
circle, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Perhaps the 
resolution of the Senator from Illinois may con- 
flict with the standing rule of the Senate, as to the 
admission of persons. 

Mr. STUART. It will require unanimous con- 
sent to change the rule without a day’s notice. 

Mr. LVERSON. I hope we shall pass the res- 
olution offered by the Senator from Illinois, be- 
cause I shall be put on an outside seat, and I know 
how disagreeable it will be to occupy that posi- 
tion, unless we have a railing, or exclude visitors. 
I have had experience of that in the Legislature 
of the State of Georgia, and I see how the diffi- 
culty operates in the House of Representatives. 
I do not know but that we shall be compelled, as 
the Senator from Massachusetts very properly 
said, to have a bar anyhow, even if we exclude 
visitors, to keep out members of the House of 
Representatives, for they will come in and drop 
into our seats, if there is no barrier; and if you 
want to sit down, you will have to be guilty of 
the rudeness of asking gentlemen to get up. We 
shall probably have a bar; we can, at any rate, 
try this method, and if it does not work we can 
alter it. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I have heard re- 
peatedly here what has been very painful to me, 
and must be very painful to the public ears, and, 
I think, is calculated to bring the Senate into great 
discredit; that is the repeated charge that the 
Senate keeps a bar, and that the Senate is ad- 
dicted to railing. (Laughter.] I trust we shall 
not hear anything more about that, but that gen- 
tlemen wil substitute some other words. I hope 
the resolution will be adopted. 

Mr. IVERSON. I stand corrected by the su- 
perior critical erudition of the gentdeman from 
Alabama. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded 
to consider the resolution, and it was agreed to. | 

On motion of Mr. STUART, the Senate then 
adjourned. ° 


no railing at all 
is Nothing to prevent the crowd com- 


el 
LHe 


oi 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuvarspay, December 23, 1858. 


The House met at twelve o'clock, m. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. GILMAN. I desire to have the Journal 
amended. I find my name is recorded as voting 
in the affirmative on the passage of the old sol- 
diers’ pension bill. I voted in the negative. 

There being no objection, the Journal was cor- 
rected accordingly. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Sec- || 
retary of State, asking authority to pay A. Dud- | 
ley Mann for services rendered to the Govern- | 
ment; which was referred to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. 1] 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, — 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS, ETC. 
Mr. TRIPPE. I ask the unanimous consent of 


the House to introduce a bill of which previous | 


notice has been given, for the purpose of refer- 
ence only. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
will permit me, I will offer a resolution which 
will allow all equally to introduce bills. 

Mr. TRIPPE. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me to introduce this bill. 

Mr. ANDREWS. _ I shall object. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
gentleman from Georgia, that it would be bettef 
to allow the resolution to be submitted, which 
will enable all to introduce bills and resolutions. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I ask unanimous 
consent to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker now proceed to call each 
State and Territory, and upon such call members may intro- 
duce bills and resolutions for reference only, and without 


debate, of which previous notice has been given, and such 


llouse resolutions as shall not give rise to debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe resolution can be mod- 
ified soas to receive reports from committees, I 
shall have no objection to it. It ought also to be 
modified, so far as to provide that the reports and 
bills and resolutions which may be introduced 
and referred to committees shall not be brought 
back by a motion to reconsider. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri.*I have no objection | 


to such modification. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I hope the gentleman will 
strike out the words, ‘* of which previous notice 
has been given.”’ 

The resolution, as modified, was read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Speaker now proceed to call each 
State and ‘Territory, and upon such call members may in- 
troduce bills and resolutions, for reference only, and with- 


out debate, of which previous notice has been given, and || 


uch House resolutions as shajl not give rise to debate, 
and also reports from committees : Provided, No bill so in- 


troduced or reported shall be brought before the House by |} 


a mouon to reconsider, 
Mr. GROW. Does that mean that only reports 
of committees shal] be referred ? 


The SPEAKER. 


| referred without debate; in other words, that | 


nothing coming from a committee can be put on 
its passage under the terms of the resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, That is as I under- 
stand it. 

The SPEAKER. 
olution ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
resolution. Suppose I offer a resolution and call 
the previous question on it: would that be admis- 


sible, or would the resolution, if the previous | 
question were not seconded and debate occurred, | 


be excluded under the terms of the resolution? I 


ask the question for this reason: if gentlemen | 


are permitted to offer resolutions and to call the 
previous question, the most litigated resolutions 
may be presented and voted on. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Does the gentle- 
man olsject to the resolution? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido, unless it is restricted 
to resolutions which do not give rise to debate, 
and on which the previous question is not called. 

The SPEAKER. It will be amended so as to 
read such resolutions as shall not be objected to. 


GALVESTON CUSTOM-HOUSE. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask the gentle- 


/ man from Missouri to suspend action on his res- 


olution, to enable me to report back from the 
Committee on Commerce Senate resolution No. 
54, for changing the plan of the custom-house at 
Galveston, Texas, to which I referred yesterday, 
and put itonits passage. It is important that 
the proposed alteration should be made, and it is 


recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury. | 


The contractors are waiting here, and that whole 
section of country is interested in it. I hope the 
tlouse will permit me to have the bill and amend- 
ment reported, and put them upon their passage. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I shall interpose 
no objection. 


Mr. CLARK, of Connecticut. I object. 
REPORTS, RESOLUTIONS, ETC. 


Mr. Crarae’s resolution, as modified, was then 
adopted, ; 

Mr. CRAIG moved that the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted be reconsidered; and also 


I suggest to the | 


The Chair thinks it would 
require a report coming from a committee to be | 


Is there objection to the res- || 


I wish: to understand the | 





December 23, 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then proceded to call the 
States and Territories in their order, beginning 
with the State of Maine. - 


TARIFF BILL. 


|| _ Mr. COMINS introduced a bill to regulate the 

|| duty on imports, and for other purposes; which 

| was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


CLAIMS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Mr. CHAFFEE asked leave to submit the fo}. 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 4j- 
rected to inquire yito the expediency of making an appro. 
priation to satisfy the claim of Massachusetts for advances 
for the United States in the war of 1812-15 with Great 
Britain, as audited by Hon. Joel R. Poinsett, late Secretary 
of War ; the said audit having been reported to this House 
December 23, 1837, and having been made under a resoly- 
tion of Congress, approved May 14, 1836. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 
MARIA SWART AND ELIZABETH SWART. 


Mr. ANDREWS introduced a bill for the re- 

| lief of Maria Swart and Elizabeth Swart, heirs 

of Adam Swart; which was read a first and gsec- 

ond time,and referred to the Committee on [n- 
valid Pensions. 


1 CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE asked leave to sub- 


| mit the following resolution: 


| Resolved, That such of the standing committees of the 

|, House as were authorized at the last session of Congress to 

employ clerks, be respectively authorized to employ clerks 

| at the same rate of compensation, for the present session, 
| and that their pay commeuce from the date of service. 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 
CAPTAIN SAMUEL C. REID. 


| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE introduced a joint 
| resolution of thanks to Captain Samuel C. Reid, 
|| for having formed and designed the present flag 
of the United States; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
|| Naval Affairs. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I ask leave to 


_ offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to in- 
| vestigate the accounts of the late Superintendent of Public 
|| Printing, and that said committee be authorized to send for 
persons and papers, and have leave to report at any time. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not want to object to 
thatresolution. Ido not know what has induced 
the gentleman to offer it; but my understanding 
is that a special committee was created at the be- 
| ginning of the last session of Congress on the sub- 
| ject of the public printing, and that committee has 
|| ‘not yet been heard from. 
r. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Did not that 
| committee expire at the close of the last session. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. The gentleman 
from Alabama is mistaken. The special commit- 
| tee on printing, of which I was a member, made 
reports of two separate and distinct bills, and 
were discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject. 

Mr. FENTON. I object to debate. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. FENTON asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That House bill (No. 259) to provide for the 
| settlement of the claims of the officers and soldiers of the 





revolutionary army, and the widows and children of those 
who died in the service, be made the special order for the 


| second Tuesday and Wednesday in January. 
| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, objected. 


| PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT TRENTON. 


| 
Mr. ROBBINS asked leave to offer the follow- 
} ing resolution: 

| 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Jadiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of purchasing a site 

| and constructing a building for the purpose of a post office, 
custom -house, and court-house at 


Mr. LETCHER objected. 


| renton, New Jersey. 
JERSEY CITY A PORT OF ENTRY. 
| 


Mr. WORTENDYKE introduced a bill to es- 
tablish a port of entry at Jersey City, in the State 
_ of New Jersey; which was read a first and second 
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time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
DUTIES ON IMPORTS, ETC. 

Mr. RITCHIE asked leave to offer the follow- | 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That a commitee of seven be appointed, with | 
instructions to report a bill increasing the duties on imports | 
<o as to raise revenues sufficient for the wants of the Gov 


ernment, and making, so far as can be conveniently done, 
the said duties specific. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Believing that that law ex- 
ists, 1 object to the resolution, 
MEETING OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. GROW asked leave to offer the following | 
resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


THE CON 


tions having no regular pursers on board, and the reasons 


why they are not supplied. 


BALTIMORE COURT-HOUSE. 
Mr. HARRIS introduced the following resolu- 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to this House whether he lias taken any, 
and if so what, action to carry out the provisions of the act 
of Congress appropriating money toward the construction 
of the United States court-house in the city of Baltimore. 


DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 
Mr. BOCOCK offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to inform this House, if,in his opinion, not incom 
patible with the public interest, whether any measures have 


structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a billto || recettly been taken by this Government to procure a re- 
duction of the excessive duties on tobacco, now imposed by | 


fix the annual meetings of Congress on the second Monday 
of November in each year. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, objected. 


REVISION OF THE TARIFF. 


Mr. KEIM asked leave to offer the following | 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report a bill, revising the present tariff, sub- 
stituting specific for ad valorem duties, where practicable ; | 
increasing the duties, so as to detray the expenses of the | 
Government, economically administered, and afford proper | 
protection to the trade and industry of the country. 


Mr. HOUSTON objected. 

NATIONAL FOUNDERY AT READING. 
Mr. KEIM asked leave to offer the following 

resolution: ; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to report a bill to establish a national foundery, to | 
be loeated at the city of Reading, Berks county, Pennsyl- | 
vania. 


Mr. FAULKNER objected. 
PURCHASE OF ARMS. 
Mr. KEIM introduced the following resolution; | 
which was read, considered, and agreed to; 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to report a bill granting the privilege to the States 
of the Union to purchase arms from the General Govern- | 
ment to supply the deficiencies and the wants of the militia. | 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

Mr.PHILLIPS introduced a bill regulating and | 

fixing the duties on imports, and for other pur- | 

poses; which was read a firstand second time, and | 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
TITLE OF CAPTAIN-IN-CHIEF. 


Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill author- 
izing the President of the United States to confer 
the title of captain-in-chief for eminent services; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PENNSYLVANIA ELECTION. 
Mr. COVODE asked leave to offer the following 








resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee, consisting of five members, | 
be appointed to inquire into the facts, charged by the Presi- | 
dent of the United States, as contained in his letter to the | 
president of the centenary convention, held in Pittsburg, on 
the 25th day of November last, upon certain individuals, of 
having sent money into the State of Pennsylvania to influ- 
ence the late congressional elections in said State, in oppo- 
sition to his wishes; and to report the names of the persons | 
implicated. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution. 
_ Mr. COVODE. Isthe gentleman afraid of the 
investigation? [Laughter.]} 

Mr. MILLER. I object to the resolution, if 
no one else does. 


CENSUS LAWS. 
Mr. WHITELEY asked leave of the House 


to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di- 
rected toinquire into the propriety of reporting a bill repeal- 
ing all the provisions of any existing laws, providing for the 
taking of the census, excerpt such as relate entirely to the 
numbering of the people and providing for the apportion- 


ment of the members of the House among the several | 
States. 


Mr. TOMPKINS objected. 
PURSERS IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. STEWART, of Maryland, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate 


to this House, if not incompatible with the public interest, 
the number of vessels now in commission on foreign sta- 


I object to that | 





| 


the principal States of Europe; and that he be further re 


quested to communicate to this House any views in rela- | 


tion to that subject which may seem to him proper. 
COST OF CENSUS. 
Mr. LETCHER offered the following resolu- 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested | 
to furnish a statement showing the entire cost of taking the | 


census of 1850, and of arranging and publishing the same. 
HEIRS OF DANIEL BEDINGER. 
On motion of Mr. FAULKNER, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
Court of Claims the papers in the case of Daniel Bedinger’s 
heirs, for the purpose of reference to the appropriate com 
mittee of this Llouse. 


ALEXANDRIA AND WASHINGTON RAILROAD. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, introduced a bill in | 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


relation to the Alexandria and Washington rail- | 
road; which was read a first and Second time, and | 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- | 


lumbia. 
CAPTAIN BRITTON’S COMPANY. 
Mr. JENKINS introduced a bill 
bounty land to the companions of Captains Brit- 
ton and Davis, of the war of 1812; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


DIFFERENCES WITH SPAIN. 


granting | 


Mr. BRANCH introduced a bi!! sppropriating | 


money to enable the President to settle unad- | 


justed differences with the Government of Spain, 


and for other purposes; which was read a first | 
and second time, and referred to the Committee | 


on Foreign Affairs. 
HEIRS OF FRANCIS WARE. 
Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina, introduced 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the papers in the case of the heirs of 
Francis Ware be recalled from the Court of Claims tor the 


purpose of referring them to the appropriate committee in | 


this louse. 
REMOVAL OF MEMBERS’ DESKS. 
Mr. MILES. 


ing resolution: 


Resolved, That it be referred to a special committee of 


this House to consider and report on the expediency ot 
removing the present desks from the Hall, and making such 
arrangements of the seats of members as will bring them 
together in a smaller space, for the purpose of greater facil- 
ity of hearing and more orderly debate. 

I would simply remark to the House, that the 
resolution merely instructs the committee to in- 
quire and report. It provides for no definite ac- 
tion on the part of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
resolution will pass. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. MILES demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 


I hope that 


I move to 


| tellers upon the motion. 


i 


Tellers were not ordered. 

The motion was not.agreed to. 

The question recurring upon agreeing to the 
resolution, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called for 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sewarp, 
and Ciark of Connecticut, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 73, noes 55. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


I ask leave to offer the follow- | 
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Mr. MILES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MILES. I would suggest that the com- 
mittee shall consist of five members. 

There being no objection, it was ordered that 
the committee consist of five members. 

SPEECHES NOT DELIVERED. 

Mr. MILES asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That hereafter no speech by any member of this 
House shall be published in the Daily Globe or Appendix, 
untess it has been actually delivered in the House ; and that 


a deduction of $500 be made from the pay of the said news- 
paper for every violation of this prohibition. 


Mr. NICHOLS objected. 


MRS. FERGUSON SMITH. 
Mr. TRIPPE introduced a bill for the relief of 


Mrs. Ferguson Smith; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 


EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be authorized 
to fix the number of clerks, messengers, laborers, or other 
employés in the offices of the Clerk, Postmaster, Door 
keeper, and Sergeant-at-Arms of this House: Provided,That 
in the reorganization of these respective oflices,no increase 
of force be made requiring other appropriations than are 
now or may hereafter be made by law. 


Mr. HUGHES. There is a bill pending before 
the House to accomplish the same object; and 
therefore I object to the resolution. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. DOWDELL introduced the following res- 
olution, which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this House, if not deemed by 
him incompatible with the public interests, the instructions 
which have been given to our commanders in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

WEST POINT CADETS. 

Mr. MOORE asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency ot increasing the 
number of cadets at the Military Academy at West Point. 


Mr. GROW obj cted. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made adverse reports on the following 
cases: . 

House bill (No. 428) to amend an act entitled 
‘© An act to establish a court for the investigation 
of claims against the United States;’’ 

A resolution for the election of postmasters; 

House bill (No. 51) to repeal an act entitled 
‘¢ An act to establish acourt for the investigation 
of claims against the United States,” approved 
February 4, 1855; 

A resolution tin relation to a change of venue in 
United States circuit and district courts; and 

The memorial of the grand jury of the United 
States district court of South Carolina, praying 
a change of the location of the district court of the 
United States for that State. 

On motion of Mr. GREEN WOOD, the adverse 
report on the bill to repeal the law establishing the 
Court of Claiffs, was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed, 

The remaining reports were laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed, 


=MPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. HUGHES. 
the resolution of 
(Mr. Steruens.]} 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Am I to understand that 
resolution as completing the action proposed, 
without its coming back to the House? If so, 
then I renew the objection. 
Accounts is authorized by that resélution to pre- 
pare a bill establishing salaries, and the number 


I withdraw my objection to 
the gentleman from Georgia, 


of employés, &c., to be reported for the action of 

the House, I have no objection; but if the whole 

matter is to be left to the discretion of the Com- 
/ mittee of Accounts, then I do object. 


If the Committee of 
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Mr. NICHOLS? 


Let me say a word. 
Mr. IHLOUSTON. 


| understand the gentleman 


from New York [Mr. Seance] to say, inanswer 


to my question, that it does not give to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts the power [ have‘indicated. | 
therefore withdraw my objection. 

Mr. NICHOLS. wish to say this: From 
practical experience and very accurate knowledge 
of the difficulties of a position on the Committe: 
of Accounts, I know that, because of conflict be- 
tween resolutions of this House of the last scs- 
sion and the law as it stands, it is almost impos- 
sible for that committee in any manner or form 
to pay an employé of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. M AYN ARD. Then I object. 

Mr. STANTON. That resoluuon ought to b 


considered, and | obje ct to it, 


VILLIAM HAZARD WIGG. 


Mr. MOORE. I ask unanimous consent to 
have taken up and put on its passage Senate 1 
olution (No. 52) for the relief of Wuliam Hazard 
Wire, {ft was referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and reported back unanimously with th 
recommendation that it do pass. 7 

Mr. WASIIBURNE, of Illinois. Does the 
resolution under which we are acting embrace 
bills reported from committees ? 

The SPEAKER, It would be more reeular 
and less likely to lead to confusion if the call for 
bills and resolutions were completed, and the 
Ilouse was then to proceed with the call of com- 
mittees for reports. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I only 
wanted to understand the matter, as | have iny- 
self several reports to present. ; 

Mr. MOORE. I withdraw my request for the 
present, 


Is debate in order? 


GRADUATION BILL. 


Mr. COBB introduced a bill to amend an act 
approved August 4, 1854, entitled ** An act to 
graduate and reduce the price of the public lands 
toactual settlers and cultivators;’? which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. COBL. 1 send up a resolution which I 
have been instructed by the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands to offer, 

Mr. STANTON. Does the resolution under 
which we are acting authorize comaiitices to re- 
ort when the States are cafled? 1 donot under- 
tand to what State committees belong, or how 
committees can report on a call of the Stat 

The SPEAKER. The Chair suggested to the 
louse a moment ago, that under the resolution 
which has been adopted, perhaps it might be in 
order; but it would save great inconvenience and 
irregularity if the call of the States and ‘Territories 
for bills and resolutions was first completed, and 
then the committees can be called for reports, such 
as are contemplated by the resolutions, 

Mr. HOUSTON. § L had in view, when I pro- 
posed the modification of the resolution, that, 
whenever any genth man’s State was called, hi 
mightmake such reports as he had been inswucted 
by his coramittee to make. 

The SPEAKER, Ifit be the pleasure of the 
Ilouse, the Chair will execute the order in the 
way the Chair has indicated. 

[Cries of ** Agreed !’’ ** Agreed Ié’] 


ACQUISITION OF CUBA. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, asked leave to 
offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in 
trueted to report a bill authorizing and requiring the Presi 
dent of the United States to take and retain the possession 
ot the Island of Cuba, unless, within the next six montis, 
the suum of S128,025 54, acknow ledged, in Uie year Loo), by 
the Spanish Government to be due to citizens of the United 
Nites foraduties unjustly exacted from Aimerican vessels at 
dillerent custom-hoyses in Cuba, be paid, and satisfaction 
be given te the President for insults heretofore offered to 


our Hag, and injuries infieted on the persons and property 
ol our Giuszens. 


Mr. RITCHIE objected. 


DECLARATORY ACT. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, introduced a bill 
declaratory of the meaning of a clause in the 
second section of an act approved June 2, 1858; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 


} 
! 
: 


ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


DEEPENING OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, also introduced 
a bill to authorize the State of Louisiana to im- 
pose duties on the tonnage of certain ships or 
vessels, to be appropriated to the deepening of the 
channels in the mouths of the Mississippi river 
and of the channel into and through Atchafalay: 
bay, for the convenience and advantage of the 
commerce and navigation of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


DEBASEMENT OF SILVER COINS. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read, considéfed, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 
first, second, third, fourth, and fitth sections of an act ap 
proved February 21, 1853, which provide tor debasing the 
silver coins of the United States of the denominations of 
half a dollar, quarter of a dollar, dime, and half dime, and 
tnake the coin so debased a legal tender for sums not ex 

veding tive dollars. 
GRAND CHENTERE ISLAND. 

Mr. SANDIDGE introduced a bill recognizing 
the survey of the Grand Cheniere Island, State 
oT Louisiana, as approved by the surveyor gen- 
eral; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


LOAN BILL. 


Mr. SANDIDGE also introduced a bill author- 
izing the President to obtain a loan for a certain 
purpose; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


TREATY OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. SANDIDGE also introduced a joint reso- || 


lution for the abrogation of the eighth article of 
the treaty of Washington, concluded on the 9th 
of August, 1842; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

BEACON LIGHT. 

Mr. SANDIDGE also introduced a bill appro- 
priating a sum of money for the establishment of 
a beacon light at the mouth of the Calcasieu 
river, Louisiana; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
terce,. 

ATCHAFALAYA BAY. 
Mr. SANDIDGE also introduced a bill appro- 


priating asum of money to deepen the outlet from | 


Atchafalaya bay into the Gulf of Mexico, State 
of Louisiana; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 
SERVICE IN THE NAVY. 
Mr. DAVIDSON submitted the following res- 


olution; which was read, considered, and agreed , 


to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to 
inform this House how many persons of the Navy there be 
Who are notactively employed ; how long cach one of said 
persons has been out of active service, or has not been at 
sen; and the amount of the salary of each of said persons, 
aud the reason of his not being actively engaged in sea duty. 

KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


Mr. BINGHAM introduced a bill to repeal the 
actentitled ** An act for the admission of the State 
of Kansas into the Union,’’ approved May 4, 
1858; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. BINGHAM introduced a bill to amend an 


act entitled ** An act regulating the compensation 
of members of Congress,”’ approved August 16, 
1856; which was read a first and second time. 

Several Mempens called for the reading of the 
bill. 

‘The bill was read. It provides that, after the 
present Congress, members of Congress shall re- 
ceive no mileage; and that, In lieu thereof, they 
shall receive an amount sufficient to defray their 
actual expenses in traveling from their places of 
residence to this city, by the shortest route of 
travel, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Would it be in order at this 
time to move to amend that bill by striking out 


_ all after the recital of the act, to which it refers, , 
; and inserting a clause simply repeating the act? 


The SPEAKER. 


It would not. 


, their report. 





December 23, 
Mr. NICHOLS. I object to the introduction 
of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has no rich 
to object. : 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I concur fully in the prop. 


osition of the gentleman from Alabama, {Mr, 


_ Houston.) 


The bill was referred to the Committee on Mile- 
age. 
ELECTION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS, 


Mr. LEITER. 1 wish to ask whether it is in 
order to introduce a bill of which I gave notice at 
the last session of Congress ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis, undera formerdecision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. LEITER then introduced a bill authoriz. 
ing the people of the Territories to elect their 
territorial officers; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
‘Territories. 

ROGUE RIVER INDIAN MONEYS. 
Mr. LEITER offered the following resolution; 


which was read, considered, and agreed to. 
Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Interior be requested 
to turnish this House with a statement showing the amount 
yet dué to claimants, and not provided tor under the third 
article of the treaty made with the Rogue River Indians, Or- 
egon ‘Territory, on the 10th day of Bcptember, 1853, as as 


certained by commissioners duly appointed tor that purpose, 


PAY OF MEXICAN VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. HARLAN introduced a joint resolution 
for the pay of volunteers in the Mexican war; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

PORTS OF ENTRY, ETC. 

Mr. HARLAN asked the consent of the House 
to introduce the following resolution: 

Whereas, the Seeretary of the Treasury, in his annual re- 


| port On the state of the finances, submiited to Congress at 


its last session, in accounting for the large and annually 
increasing expenses of collecting the customs, states that 
Congress, ** without careful regard to the burdens they may 
permanently impose,’ have ordered * the building of new 
revenue cutters not needed forthe enforcement of the rev- 
enue laws,”’ and by * the multiplication of ports of entry and 
ports of delivery for local and temporary convenience at 
points not required for the collection of the revenue,”’ &c., 
&c.; and whereas this House, at its last session, and on the 
4th day of January last, passed the following resolution: 

* Resolved, That the Seerctary of the Treasury be requested 


to furnish this Llouse witha statement of the number of ports 


of entry and ports of delivery now established by law, which, 
in his opinion, are not required for the collection of the rev- 


| enue,and the points and places where the sane are located, 


and the cost and value of the buildings belonging to each, 
and the entire annual cost and expense of maintaining each 
of them, and also what number of revenue eutters are now 
equipped and maintained by the Government, which are not 
needed for the enforcement of the revenue lawg, and at what 
points they are located or employed, and the annual cost 
and expense of maintaining each of them;”? 

And whereas no reply has been given to said resolution : 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be now re- 
quested to answer said resolution at his earliest conve- 
hience,. 


Mr. WHITELEY objected. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. COX introduced a bill to repeal certain acts 
of limitation in reference to revolutionary claims; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


HOUSE EMPLOYES. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I nowask leave to introduce 
a resolution which was objected to a little while 
ago. | hope there will be no objection, 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts be author- 
ized to fix the number of clerks, messengers, laborers, or 
other employés in the offices of the Clerk, Postmaster, Door- 
keeper, and Sergeant-at-Arms, of this House: Provided, 
That inthe reorganization of these respective offices no in 
crease of foree be made requiring other appropriations than 
ure now, or may hereafter be, made by law. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 


EMPANNELING OF JURIES. 


Mr. BLISS introduced a bill to provide for 
empanneling juries in the United States district 
and cirenit courts for the State of Ohio; which 


| was read a first and second time. 


Mr. BLISS said: This bill relates to a matter 
of much interest to the State of Ohio; and for the 
purpose of bringing it carly to the notice of the 
House, I ask that it may be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think it will be 
soon enough to print it when the committee make 
1 object. 
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Mr. BLISS. Then I move thatit be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CESSION OF LANDS FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES. 


Mr. STANTON. 1 wish to introduce a bill, 
with some papers accompanying it, and I hope 
the House will consent to the printing of them. 

The bill was read a first and second time, as 
follows: 

A bill ceding vacant lands in the Virginia mil- 
itary district, in the State of Ohio, for school 
purposes. , 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the bill and 
papers be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain 
the motion to print. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I move their reference 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. I now ask unanimons con- 
sent that the bill and accompanying papers be 
printed, ; : 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 


REORGANIZATION OF JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 


Mr. STANTON introduced a bill to reorganize 
the judicial circuits of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

CLERKS OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. MAYNARD introduced the following res- 


olutions; which were severally read, considered, 


and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether ay change should be made in 
the compensation pow allowed to clerks of the circuit and 
district courts of the United States, and whether the laws 
regulating the same should be modified; with leave to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the same committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency and propriety of furnishing to the 
clerks of the circuit courts of the United States a copy of 


ihe Reports of the Supreme Court of the United States ; | 


with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER introduced the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of regulating the 
time of cleecting Senators and Representatives in the Con- 
gress of the United States, and of fixing the election of Rep- 
resentatives on the same day in the several States of the 
Union; and that said committee have leave to report by biil 
or otherwise. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Aspury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 
Ilouse that the Senate had passed an act provid- 
ing for holding the courts of the United States in 
the State of Alabama; in which he was directed 
to ask the concurrence of the House. 


INSPECTION DISTRICT AT MEMPHIS. 
Mr. AVERY introduced a bill providing for 


the establishment of an inspection district at the 
city of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. AVERY also introduced a bill to increase 
the appropriation for public buildings at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN TENNESSEE. 
_ Mr. AVERY also introduced a ball providing 


for the erection of a court-house, post office and 
pension office at the city of Jackson, Tenmessce; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


IMPORTATION OF SLAVES. 
Mr. KILGORE offered the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to report to this House what information has been 
received by him in regard to the recent importation of slaves 
from Africa into Georgia, and what steps, if any, have been 
ae to punish this violation of the laws of the United 
lates, 


Mr. GARNETT objected. 


-'THE CONGRESSIONAL 








MIDSHIPMEN IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. HUGHES introduced a bill to provide for 
the appointment of midshipmen in the Navy 
where vacancies remain under the provisions of 
the law now in force; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 


Naval Affairs. 


ADJOURNMENT ON DEATH OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. HUGHES offered the following resolu-,) 


tion: 

Resolved, That this House will not adjourn, upon the 
announcement of the death of any member, unless such 
death took place during the session, and in the city of Wash 
ington. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I object to the resolution, 
unless it is modified so as to apply only to cases 
of deaths which may hereafter occur. If that is 
done, I will not object to it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


I object to the 
resolution. 


It would not preclude a motion to 


| adjourn, because a motion to adjourn is at any 


time in order. 

Mr. HUGHES. It is a mere expression of 
the opinion of the House upon the subject. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1 am opposed 
to the resolution. 

Mr. RITCHIE. The resolution is tantamount 
to nothing, because the Louse can adjourn when- 
ever it chooses. 

ILLINOIS LAND FUND. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, introduced a bill 
authorizing the payment of the two per centum 
land fund, to which the State of Illinois is enti- 
tled for road purposes, to said State; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also introduced a bill 
to amend the naturalization laws; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

SUGAR AND SALT DUTY FREE. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also introduced a 
bill providing for the admission of sugar and salt 
into all the ports of the United States, free of duty, 
from and after June 30, 1859; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

ELECTION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, also introduced a bill 
granting to the people of the several organized 
Territories of the United States the right to pro- 


| vide, through their respective Legislatures, for 


the appointment or election of their Governors, 
judges, and all their territorial officers, in such 
mode or manner as such Legislature may by law 
determine; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. MORRIS. I ask that that bill be referred 
to aspecial committee of three. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I object to that. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Is it in order to 


| move to refer the bill to a special committee ? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it is 
not, under the resolution of the House. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Ter- 
ritories. 

APPOINTMENTS IN ILLINOIS. 

Mr. MORRIS asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the heads of the Executive Departments 


| be, and they are hereby, respectively requested to commu 
nicate to this House the following information, as far as they 


may be in possession of the same in their respective Depart 
ments : 

1. The names of all persons removed from office in the 
State of Illinois sinee the commencement of the first ses 
sion of the present Congress, and the salanes paid respect- 
ively to each. 

2. The names of the persons appointed to office in said 
State of Lilinois since the meeting of the present Con 
gress. 

3. A copy of all petitions, letters, remonstrances, and 


| other papers, upon which said removals and appointinents 


were made, now on file, or which way have been on tile, 
in their respective Departments. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move to strike out all after 
the words ‘‘ heads of Departments,’’ and to insert 
**be taken off.’’ [Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
resolution. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I presume it is not 


I object to the 


now in order for me to submit any remarks on || 
| the resolution. 


Mr. WATKINS. 1 object to debate. 


GLOBE. 
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EMPLOYES OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. SMITH, of Hiinois, asked leave to submit 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That House bill No. 127 providing for the ap 
portionment of the clerks and messengers of the several 
Departments of the Government, in the city of Washington, 
among the several States «nd Territories and District ot 
Columbia, be made the special order for the third Thursday 
in January next, and that all debate in Committee of the 
Whole shall be closed thereon within two hours after te 
same shall be taken up in committee. 


Mr. HOUSTON objected. _ 
GEORGE PHELPS. 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. 
the folowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the petition and papers in the case of 
George Phelps be withdrawn from the Committee of Claims 
and be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois. Ido not rise 
for the purpose of objecting to this resolution, 


Task leave to offer 


| but I feel it to be my duty to say to the House 


that this is a Senate bill, which was referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and that that commit- 
tee is now ready to report. I have no objection 
to the resolution, if the House think proper to 
pass itafter this statement. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object to it. 


DUTY ON PIG LEAD. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, asked leave 


| to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That in any bill which shali be introduced hy 


| the Committee of Ways and Means, fora change of the 


present revenue laws, there should be imposed a specific 
duty of three cents per pound on pig lead. 


Mr. KEITT. I object. 
| KANSAS POST ROAD, 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, introduced a 


| bill to authorize the laying out and constructing 
| a post road from Leavenworth City, in Kansas 
| ‘Territory to the head waters of the South Fork 

of the Platte river, near Pike’s Peak, in the said 
| Territory of Kansas; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois. Is it in order 
, under the order of the House to introduceteports 
from committees? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not been re- 
ceiving reports. The committees will be called so 
soon as the call of the States has been completed 
for bills and resolutions. 


ASA B. WEBB. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, introduced a 
bill for the relief of Asa B. Webb; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 

Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT CAIRO. 
| Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, introduced a bill 


| for the construction of a marine hospital at Cairo, 
Illinois; which was read a first and second time, 
| and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


CORRESPONDENCE ON FILLIBUSTERS. 
Mr. STALL WORTH. I was notin the House 


when my name was called. 1 have a resolution 
which I desire to offer, and I ask the indulgence 
of the House to pov me to do it. 

No objection being made; the resolution was 
read, considered, and agreed to; as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House all the correspond - 
ence which has lately taken place between the Secretary of 
| the ‘l'reasury and the collector of the port of Mobile, in ref 
| erence to the clearance of vessels, and all correspondence 
| between said collector and the parties seeking clearance. 


®RIGHTS OF CITIZENS TO WAGE WAR. 


| Mr. KEITT. I was not in my seat when my 
| State was called, and I ask the consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 

+ Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di 
rected to inquire into the expediency of repealing all laws 
of the United States which make it criminal for citizens of 
the United States to take part in foreign wars, if they, of 
| their own accord, and at their own peril, choose so to do. 


Mr. BLISS objected. 
ELECTION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS, ETC. 
Mr. KELLOGG asked the consent of the 


House to submit the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to report to this-House a bill that shall embrace all the or- 
ganized Territories of the United States, providing for the 
+ clectiun by the people of all territurial oflicers now appointed 
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by the President. Also, providing for the donation of one 
hundred and sixty acres of Government land to every actaal 
settler thereon, within any of said Territories, under such 
regulations and restrictions as shall secure an actual and 
bona fide occupation, and permanent improvement thereot ; 
the title thereof to be transferred to said ocempant at such 
time, and on such conditions, as the committee may deem 
advisable to secure the permanent settlement and improve 

ment of said lands; and that no person shall be entitled to 
receive from the Gotfernment more than one donation of 
land, under the provisions of said bill. Also, providing that 
the inhabitants of each of said Territories shall provide for 
nnd pay the current expenditures of such territorial govern- 
ment. And, aleo, proyiding that the inhabitants of said Ter- 

ritories shall remain in a territorial form of government until 
the inhabitants of a Territory shall be equal to the number 
required for one Representative under the ratio of congres- 
sional representation, and that the people of any ofeaid Ter- 
ritories who may desire to establish a State government, 
having the requisite number of inhabitants, and having 
formed a constitution for such State government, shall cause 
the same to be submitted to a fair vote of the Jegal voters 
of such Territory, for approval or rejection, 


Mr. KEITT objected. 
SALE OF FORT ARMSTRONG. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the sale of the reservation at [ort Arm- 
strong, known as Island, or Rock Island, in the 
State of Illinois; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 


PACIFIC OVERLAND TRANSPORTATION. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the transportation of the mails and all 
other Government service by railroad, from the 
Missouri river, by way of the Great Salt Lake, 
to San Francisco and Puget Sound; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the select 
committee on the Pacific railroad, and ordered 
to be printed. 


SUPPRESSION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH offered the following 


resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be re- 
quested to inquire and report to this House if any, and 
what, further legislation is necessary, upon the part of the 
United States, to fully carry out and pertorm the stipula- 
tions contained in the eighth article of the treaty with Great 
Dritaing known as the Ashburton treaty, for the suppres 
sion of the slave trade. 


SALE OF LANDS—PREEMPTIONS. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to submit the following 
resolation: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be re- 
quested to report a bill to this louse prohibiting the further 
sales of the public lands, except to actual settlers, and to 
them only in limited parcels or quantities to each settler ; 
and that said committee be further requested to inquire and 
report to this House the propriety of extending the period 
for preémption of claims to persons who shall plant a por- 
tion of the same with timber. 


Mr. McQUEEN objected. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN GEORGIA. 


Mr. SEWARD introduced a bill to form and 
lay out a new judicial district-in the State of 
Georgia, and to provide for the appointment of a 
district judge; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

PROPERTY IN SLAVES. 
Mr. SEWARDasked the consent of the House 


to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on theeJudiciary be in- 
strueted 10 inquire what legislation is necessary upon the 
part of Congress to proteet property in slaves in the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, and report to this House at an 
early day. 

Mr, RITCHIE objected. a 

RESERVED TOWNSHIPS IN INDIANA. 


Mr. NIBLACK introduced a bill for the relief 
of the inhabitants of the reserved townships in 


Gibson county, in the State of Indiana; which- 


was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Cominittee on Public Lands. 


PROPERTY DESTROYED. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, introduced a bill to 
revive an act in relation to property lost or de- 
stvoyed in the military service of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, 
and reterred tothe Committee on Military Affairs. 


INCREASE OF MAIL SERVICE. 


oN 


| 


resolution to increase the service on the mail route 
from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Placerville, Cali- 
fornia; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


BOUNTY LAND TO TEAMSTERS. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 


» agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 


into the expediency and justice of amending the existing | 


laws so as to grant bounty land to such teamsters as may 


have served during the war with Mexico, with the United | 


States troops in the Indian country, whether such team- 
sters were marehed into Mexico or not; and that they re- 


| port by bill or otherwise. 


BOUNDARIES OF KANSAS. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be required 
to inquire into the expediency of changing the boundaries 
of the Territory of Kansas, so as to make the Platte river 
the northern boundary of said Territory. 


Mr. FERGUSON. I object. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I appeal to the gen- 
tleman from Nebraska to withdraw his objection. 
If a majority of his constituents do not join me 
in asking for this change, I will join him in op- 
posing the proposition. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 


_ he has the right to receive the objection of a Del- 


egate from a Territory. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. That is as I sup- 
posed, but I did not wish to raise the question my- 
self. 

Mr. RITCHIE. 
the right. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I appeal to the gen- 
tleman to withdraw his objection. It is only for 
a proposition to inquire into the expediency. The 
committee is not instructed to report a bill. 

Mr. RITCHIE. No, sir; | am opposed to the 
whole thing, and I do not want the committee to 
make any inquiry upon the subject. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I have about two 
miles of petitions upon the subject. 

Mr. RITCHIE. That does not remove my 
objection, 


Well, sir; I object. I have 


EDWARD BRINLEY. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, (at the request of 
Mr. Goope,) introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Edward Brinley have leave to withdraw 


| his petition and papers, asking for difference of pay between 


passed midshipman and lieutenant, from the files of this 
House, 


Mr. LETCHER. Let copies be left. 
Mr. GOODE. I have no objection to that. 
The resolution was so modified, and adopted. 


DONATIONS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. BLAIR asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, that 
every male citizen of the United States, and every male per- 
son who has declared his intention of becoming a citizen, 
according to the provisions of law, of twenty-one years of 
age, or upwards, shall be entitled to enter upon and take 
any one quarter section of the public lands which may be 


open to cntry gt private sale, for the purpose ef residence | 


and cultivation; and that when such citizen shall have re- 
sided on the same land for three years, and cultivated the 
same, or, if dying in the meantime, the residence and cul- 
tivation shall be held and carried on by his widow or his 
heirs or devisees, for the space of full three years from and 
after making entry of such land, such residence and culti- 


vation for the said three years, to be completed within four | 


years from the time of such entry, then a patent to issue for 
the same to the person making entry, if living, or other- 


wise to his heirg or devisees, as the case may require: Pro- | 


vided nevertheless, That such person so entering and taking 


the quarter section, as aforesaid, shall not have, nor shall | 
hus heirs or devisees have, any power to alienate such iand, | 


nor create any tithe thereto, in law or equity, by deed, trans- 


fer, lease, or any other conveyance, except by devise by | 
will: ind provided further, That said land shall not be | 
taken in execution, or sold for the debts or liabilities of the | 


person making the entry as aforesaid, or the debts or lia- 
bilities of his widow, heirs, or devisees. 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I object. 
DRED SCOTT DECISION, ETC. 
Mr. BLAIR asked the unanimous consent of 


the House to introduce the following resolu- 
| tions: ‘ 


ij 
i 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, introduced a joint -! 


1. Resolved, That the judicial power of the United States 
does not extend to political questions, and that all pretend- 
ed decisions of such questions by the Federal judiciary are 
illegal and void. 
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2. Resolved, That the late decision of the Supreme Coun 
in the case of Dred Scott against Sandford, so far as tie 
same applies to the act of Congress commonly called the 
Missouri compromise act, is the decision or a political ques. 
|| tion, not within the jurisdiction of the court, and is illegay 
and void. 

3. Resolved, That there was nothing in the case befyre 
the court to authorize it to take cognizance of the validi; 
of the Missouri compromise act, and the cognizance go 
taken of that act was extra-judicial and gratuitous. 

4. Resolved, That the assumption of the court to make 
the said decision, when the case on the record out of which 
it grew was dismissed for want of jurisdiction, was a clear 
and manifest proceeding without any judicial authority, ang 
was illegal and void. 

5. Resolved, That the decision of the same court inthe 
same case, declaring the self-extension of the Constitution 
to Territories, carrying African slavery with it and protect. 
ing it there, against the power of Congress or the people to 
reject it, was a decision without any authority to make jt 
and without any case before the court requiring a decision 
and without any foundation to rest upon after the case was 
dismissed for want of jurisdiction out of which it grew, ang 
that said decision was obiter dicta, and without legal effect 
or force. 

6. Resolved, That said decisions are in derogation of the 
power of Congress, and restrictive of its time-honored right 
and practice to legislate for Territories ; and being so derog. 
atory and restrictive, it becomes the duty of Congress to 
vindicate its rights by asserting its full authority to legislate 
upon slavery in Territories, and declaring its total disregard 
of the said illegal, extra-judicial, and void decisions of the 
Supreme Court ; which, accordingly, is hereby done. 

7. Resolved, hat the Congress and the President (as part 
of the legislative authority) are judges of their own powers 
in passing or approving bills, to be governed by their own 
oaths and consciences; and that the Supreme Court has no 
more power to control them than they have to control the 
court, being both codrdinate branches of the same Govern. 


meut, and independent of each other within their constitu- 
tional sphere. 


Mr. MOORE objected. 


THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. BLAIR asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
hereby is, instructed to report a bill more effectually to pre- 
vent the slave trade, under the guise of the “ coolie trade,” 
so called, or of ** apprentices,”’ or of * African labor import. 
ation companies,” or under any other name, or in any other 
guise, the real purpose or effect of which may be, directly 
or indirectly, immediately or ultimately, to make slaves of 
the persons so procured and transported. 


Mr. HOUSTON objected. 
PACIFIC OVERLAND TRANSPORTATION, 


Mr. WOODSON introduced a bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to contract for 
the transportation of the mails, troops, seamen, 
munitions of war, Army and Navy supplies, and 
other Government service, by railroad from San 
Francisco, in the State of California, to the States 
of Missouri, Texas, and Iowa; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the select 
committee on the Pacific railroad, and ordered to 
be printed. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask the unaai- 
mous consent of the House to permit me to report 
from the Committee of Ways and Means three 
of the annual appropriation bills, that they may 
be referred and printed, as I may not be present 
when the committees are called, 

No objection being made, 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, reported a bill 
making appropriations for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial expenses of Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1860; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, with the accompanying papers, ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, also reported from 
the Committee of Waysand Means a bill making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1860; which was read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. PHBLPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and. printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. The chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was instructed 
by that committee to submit a motion in regard 
to that bill. As I do notsee him in his seat, | will 
submit the motion myself. It is, that the bill be 
referred. to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 

rinted. I wish to make a point directly to the 

ouse upon this matter. I desire to have the bill 
referred and printed as I have indicated, and the 
Committee on Naval Affairs have leave to report 
it back under the rales. That course will create 
no delay, as the committee will act upon and re- 
port it back without any unnecessary delay. 
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~ Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I must ores to 
the motion made by the gentleman from Ohio, to | 
refer annual appropriation bills, after being ma- | 
tured by a committee of this House, to be reéx- 
amined by another committee, It is, of course, | 
unprecedented action, and one which Ido not feel 
willing shall, at this time, be adopted by this | 
House, unless it 1s the disposition of the ouse 
to censure the Committee of Ways and Means in 
the performance of their duties. If there were 
any rule providing for this course, I would have | 
no objection. p . i 

But I have another objection. The unanimous || 
consent of the House was given me to report this | 
pill from the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
order that it might be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
printed. That motion has been made, and there- 
fore the motion of the gentleman from Ohio can- 
not be entertained, 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. The motion I sub- || 
mitted was the unanimous sense of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. It is clearly in order, under 
the 120th rule, which provides: 

«“ After commitment and report thereof to the House, or 
at any time before its passage, a bill may be recommitted.”’ 

This bill has been reported to the House, and 
it may be recommitted to any committee of the 
House which has charge of the subject-matter; 
and it seems to me that these appropriation bills 
ought, at some stage in their progress, to be re- 
ferred to the committee having charge of the par- | 
ticular departments of business to which they 
relate. 1 think, therefore, that the naval appro- 
priation bill should always be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs; the military bill to the 
Committee on Military Affairs; and that all these | 
bills ought to have their appropriate reference. | 
Under the present practice, we all know that the 
entire business of this House is substantially ab- 
sorbed by the Committee of Ways and Means. | 
I do not wish to cast any imputation upon the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or upon the committee itself. 1 have great re- 
spect for them. 

Mr. HUGHES. 
bate. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. If Iam interrupted 
by a question of order, I await its decision. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is objected to. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I think I havea 
right to debate the question of reference. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, under || 
the order of the House made this morning. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Then I submit the | 
motion without further debate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I cannot see any 
possible good that can result from the gentleman’s 
motion. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I submit the mo- 
tion that the bill be referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I submit the nio- | 
tion that it be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs; and upon that motion I call for the yeas 
and nays. x 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I hope there will be no 
interruption to the call of States, as there are 
others who desire to introduce bills and resolu- 
ions, 
Mr. CURTIS. Would it be in order to object 
to the reception of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The bill has been reported 
by unanimous consent, and has been read twice. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The motion to || 
refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state || 
of the Union takes precedence, I believe. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Upon*that motion || 
I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I see it is the || 
evident intention to prevent the reporting of that | 
bill within the first thirty days of the session, as | 
the rule requires. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. My motion will 
not create a moment's delay. The bill can be re- | 
ferred, printed, and reported back without delay. | 
_ Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. To prevent an 
interruption of the call of committees, I will have 
the next bill reported and acted upon first, if the || 
Chair will permitit. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has been read a || 
first and sevond time. hi 





I object to any further de- 


| now is, that debate is not in order. 


| there be a call of the House. 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We mightas well 
settle this question now as at any other time. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The objection to settling it 
While I dif- 
fer from the gentleman from Ohio as to the pro- || 
riety of his motion, still l would prefer to hear 
him upon the subject. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is objected to. 
The question being upon the call for the yeas 
and nays, 
Mr. NICHOLS called for tellers. 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I will suggest, in || 


order to accommodate those who desire to intro- || 


duce bills and resolutions, that the States be called 
through, and also the committees for reports; and 
then, by unanimous consent, we can take up and 


| dispose of this question. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that. 
The bill is before the House, and we may as well 
settle the matter now as at any other time. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I only made the 


suggestion to enable the House to dispose of bills 


which gentlemen wished to report. 


Messrs. McQueenand Nicuois were appointed 


| tellers. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 45, noes 64. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Llinois. 
quorum voting. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit that the 
Constitution says that one fifth of the members 

resent may order the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is well aware of 
the fact; but he supposed the House need not un- 
necessarily consume half an hour’s ume in taking 
the yeas and nays upon a vote which would be 
unavailing if no quorum is present. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Suppose, when 
you call the roll, a quorum should vote: it would 
be a valid vote, would it not? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly it would. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is there not 
a motion pending to adjourn? 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Hueues] to withdraw the 
motion to adjourn, until all the States and ‘Terri- 
tories have been called. 

Mr. HUGHES. withdraw the motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now move that 
I object to proceed- 


There is no 


| ing with anything until it is ascertained that a | 


quorum is present. 
Mr. KELLOGG. 
now adjourn. 


The SPEAKER. 


I move that the House do 


3efore the question is put, 


| the Chair asks leave to lay before the House a 


communication. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to any- 
thing being done if there is not a quorum here. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 16, nays 117; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Jewett, Kellogg, Letcher, Love 
joy, McQueen, Nichols, Potter, Ritchie, Seward, Stephens, 
Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, White, and Whiteley—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ah!, Auderson, Atkins, Avery, Billing 


| hurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, Buf 


finton, Burlingame, Burns, Caruthers, Case, Caskie, Cava 


| naugh, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, John B. 
| Clark, Clawson, Cobb, John Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, 
| Corning, Cox, Cragin, James Craig, Burton Craige, Curry, 


Curtis, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Towa, Dean, Dimmick, 


Dodd, Dowdell, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, | 


Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilman, Gilmer, Granger, Green 
wood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Rob- 
ert B. Hall, Harlan, Harris, Hawkins, Hoard, Houston, 
Hughes, Huyler, Jenkins, George W. Jones, Owen Jones, 
Keim, Keijt, Kilgore, Knapp, Leach, Leiter, Samuel &. 
Marshall, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy 


Morris. Freeman H. Morse, Niblack, Parker, Pendleton, | 
Pettit, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Pike, | 


Powell, Purviance, Ready, Reagan, Rubbins, Roberts, 
Royce, Russell, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, John Sher- 
man, Singleton, Robert Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stan- 
ton, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, George Taylor, 
Miles Taylor, Tompkins, Vance, Wade, Walton, Ward, 
Israel Washburn, Winslow, and Zollicoffer—117, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred upon the motion of Mr 
Jones, of Tennessee, that there be a call of the 
House. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. One word of ex- 
pleemson: 

think, will be satisfactory to all sides. 


|| The SPEAKER. 


I have a proposition to make which, | 
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Mr. SEWARD. I object to any debate unless 
the other side can be heard. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I do not propose 


| to debate, but merely to make an explanation, 


Mr. SEWARD. I want to make an explana- 
tion upon the other side. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
mit a motion. 

Mr. HUGHES. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs is now in the House, 
and, perhaps, this matter can be accommodated. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
further consideration of the question in relation 


I desjre to sub- 


| to this bill be postponed until Thursday, the 6th 


day of January next, at one 6’clock. , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit whether 
that motion is in order? The bill was reported 
under the resolution, which provides that bills 
shall be received for reference only. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. No; it was not 

| reported under that resolution, but by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe thatforty- 

| odd members voted for ordering the yeas and 

| nays; but since that it has been ascertained that 

there is a quorum present, and we can proceed 
with the vote and settle the que stion of reference 

| now. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, that 
there be a call of the House. ‘The motion of the 
rentleman from Missouri cannot be received 

| while that is pending, 

Mr. JONES, of Tean ssee. 
motion for a call of the House. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Then [ submit 
| the motion to postpone the consideration of this 
que stion, 

Mr. HOUSTON. If there is no objection to 
the motion of the gentleman from Missouri, I shall 
make none. | was going to suggest to the gentle- 
man from Missouri, that he should withdraw the 
bill, as he can introduce it again under the rules 
of the Efouse at any time, and the call of the 
States for bills and resolutions can now be con- 
cluded. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I prefer to adhere 
to my motion that the further consideration of this 
subject be postponed until Thursday the 6th of 
January. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 
satisfactory to me. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I ask for a divis- 
ion of the House upon that question. 

‘The motion to postpone was agréed to—ayes 
105, noes 25. 


I withdraw my 


That is perfectly 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I now send up 
the other appropriation bill, which I wish to in- 
troduce and refer. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Task that the order 
of the House shall be executed before anything 


|| more is done by unanimous consent. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Unanimous con- 
sent was given to report these bills. 

The gentleman from Mis- 
sourl, when he arose, stated that he asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce 

| three appropriation bills, and sent them up atthe 

| same time. It was an informal and irregular mode 
| of doing business, but the Chair thinks the con- 
sent of the Flouse was given. 

| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, then, from the 
| Committee of Ways and Means, reported a bill 
making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of Government for the year ending June 30, 1860; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and, with the accompanying papers, or- 

\| dered to be printed, 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, asked the consent 
| of the House to submit the following resolution: 


} Z > 3 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Landa be in- 


| structed to report a bill to this House, granting all of the 
1] publie lands to the several States in which they are situate, 
to be appropriated by such States for internal improvement 
|} therein 
Mr. PENDLETON objected. 

NEW MODE OF WRITING. 


Mr. GREEN WOOD introduced a bill to enable 
| the Secretary of State to testa new mode of wri'- 


j 
| 
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ing, invented by John M. Hogue, of Arkansas; 


which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. GREEN WOOD moved that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. RITCHIE. | object to that reference. We 
have no skill in writing which makes it proper to 
refer the bill there, I assure you, Let it goto the 
Committee on Patents, ‘That is the proper place 
for it, 

Mr. LETCHER. Read the bill, and let us see 
what it is about. I donot think it has any place 
here. Let the man test hisown mode of writing. 
There is a man in my district who invented a 
plow, and you might as well make an appropri- 
ation to ennble him to test that. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I hope the gentleman 
will nllow the bill to fo to thre Committ eon or- 
eign Affairs. 

Mr. RITCHIE. No, 
there. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I move, then, to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STANTON, We donot 

The motion was agreed to. 

PEAY AND ALIFF. 

Mr. GREEN WOOD introduced a bill author- 
izing the Postmaster General to ¢ 
the accounts of Mes 
tractors in the State of Arkansas 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY LANDS. 
Mr. LEACH introduced a bill authorizing the 


Governor of the State of Michigan to locate cer- 
tain university lands, due said State under the act 


sir; it has no business 


No, sir. 


ettle and adjust 


wantit. | 


srs. Peay & Aliff, mail con- | 
; which was read | 


entitled **An act concerning seminary lands in | 


the ‘Territory of Michigan,’’ approv: d May 20, 
1826; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

PROTECTION OF THE TEXAS BOUNDARY. 

Mr. BRYAN submitted the following resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur 
nish to this House, at an early day, copies of all correspond 
ence in his office between the officers of the Government 
of the United States and Governor Runnels, of Texas, in 
regard to the protection of the trontier of Texas; also,sim 
Har correspondence between the Secretary of Warand Gen 
eral Twiggs. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not know what this refers 
to; but one of my colleagues | Mr. Sacre] intro- 
duced a resglutionof a similar characterin regard 
to Oregon, at the last Congress, which employed 
about twenty men for nine months, and when it 
came here it was piled up, and never even ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BRYAN. One clerk can furnish all the 
correspondence alluded to in one day. 

Mr. MORGAN. ‘Then, 1 withdraw my ob- 
gecuon. 

The resolution was adopted. 

MILITARY RESERVATIONS, ETC. 

Mr. CURTIS offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Miluary Affairs be di 
recied to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
against needless dimensions to military reservations, and 


for eacouraging and fostering the settlement and cultiva 
tion of the soil in the vicinity of our Western posts. 


TRANSPORTATION OF MILITARY STORES. 

Mr. CURTIS offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di 
rected to inquire into the nature of existing contracts for 
transporting military stores to Utah, and that they examine 
into the expediency of amending present laws, so as to 


provide against frauds and secure greater competition among 
bidders for such service. 


DONATIONS OF PUBLIC LANDS, ETC. 
Mr, CURTIS asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be di 
rected to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
against all future sales of public lands, and providing for 
their donation, in limited quantities, to those only who de- 
sire to Occupy and cultivate the same. 


Mr. RITCHIE objected. 
LANDS TO LOWA RAILROADS. 


_ Mr. DAVIS, of Lowa, introduced a bill grant- 
ing preémpuons to the State of Iowa to aid in the 





Missouri river railroad; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

CARMICK AND RAMSEY. 


Mr. BILLINGHURST introduced the follow- 
ing resolution; Which was read, considered, and 
arrest d to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to report to this House what action, if any, has 
been taken under the sixth section of the Post Office ap- 
propriation act, approved August 18, 1856, for the adjust- 
ment of the damages due Carinick and Ramsey ; and if the 


| said section of said law yet remains unexecuted, that the 
| Presidcat report the reasons therefore. 


BIG STURGEON BAY. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST introduced a bill 
making an appropriation for eutting a channel 
between Big Stargeon bay and Lake Michigan, 
in the State of Wisconsin; which was read a first 
aud second time,and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

MILITARY POST IN DACOTAH. 

Mr. CAVANAUGILI introduced a bill for the 
erection of a military post in the Territory’of Da- 
cotah; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. MORGAN. 1 would like to know where 
that Territory is? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
ifthere isany such Territory as Dacotah? I would 
sucgest to the gentleman that it would be best to 


look into the Territories organized. 


Mr. CAVANAUGH. ‘Thereare two military 
posts in that Territory now. The Territory of 
Dacotah, so called, is composed of that portion of 


Minnesota ‘Territory lying west of Minnesota 
State and east of the Missouri river. 


‘The bill was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
r | 


itary Affairs. 
AMENDMENT OF AN ACT. 
Mr. PLLELPS, of Minnesota, introduced a bill 
to amend an act entitled ** An act making appro- 
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priations for the service of the Post Office De- | 


partment during the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1856;’’ which was read a first and second 


ume, and referred to the Committee on Public | 


Lands. 
ST. CROIX RIVER. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota, also introduced 
a bill making appropriati@ns for improving the 
St. Croix river, (the boundary between the State 
of Minnesota and the State of Wiscénsin;) which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

LANDS ERRONEOUSLY SOLD. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota, also introduced 
a billauthorizing repayment for lands erroneously 
sold by the United States; and moved that it be 
referred ta the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. COBB. I move that the bill be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. Why does the 
centioman want to send it to the Committee on 
the Judiciary? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota. I would state 
that the attention of Congress was called to this 


matter at the last session, by the Secretary of the | 


Interior. It regards the interpretation of existing 
laws, a subject which properly belongs to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. But 1 am not very 
strenuous as to its disposition, 


Mr. COBB. It should go to the Committee on | 


Public Lands. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota. 
willing that it should go there. 
The bill was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 
SIOUX HALF-BREED SCRIP. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota, also introduced 
a bill to provide for the manner of adjusting the 


I am perfectly 


compensation of land officers for the location of | 


the Sioux half-breed scrip; and moved its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. COBB. The bill, as | understand it, pro- 
poses to adjust some difficulty in relation to land. 
That matter comes properly within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Committee on Public Lands; and I 
move the reference of the bill to that committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let the bill be read. 

The bill was read. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 


construction of the McGregor and St. Peter’s and |! Public Lands. 





December 23, 


= 
| CANAL AROUND ST. ANTHONY FALLs. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota, also introduceg 
a bill for a donation of public lands for the con. 
| struction of a canal around the Falls of St. An- 
| thony, and removing obstructions in the Missis. 
sippt river in the State of Minnesota; which was 
read a first and second time. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota, moved that the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Mr. COBB. That bill ought not to go to the 
Committee on Commerce. Why it proposes q 
grant of lands for internal improvements, and that 
subject certainly belongs to the Committee op 
Public Lands. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. y 
The questton was first taken on Mr. Prexps’s 
motion, and it was agreed to, 
So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce. 


LANDS TO MINNESOTA. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota, also introduced 
a bill for the donation of Public lands, for the 
construction of dam and lock at the rapids of the 
Minnesota river, in the State of Minnesota; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota, asked leave to 


offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be jy- 
structed to report a bill to provide, that hereafter none of 
the public lands of the United States shall be sold, except 
to actual settlers thereon, and in limited quantities ; unless 
it shall be ascertained by the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, thatany body of land proposed to be sold 
is cither mineral or pine Jands. 


The resolution was objected to. 
DONATION OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. LANE introduced a bill to provide for a 
donation of the public lands on the line of certain 
mail routes; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN NEW MEXICO, 


Mr. OTERO offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizin® ti 
President of the United States to call into service one reg- 
imeut of volunteers in the Territofy of New Mexico forthe 
suppression of Indian hostilities therein. 
* 
INDIAN AGENTS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. OTERO introduced a bill authorizing the 
appointment of two additional Indian agents in 
the ‘Territory of New Mexico; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


MILITARY ROADS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. OTERO also introduced a bill to complete 
the military road from Ticolete to Albuquerque, 
in the Territory of New Mexico; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. OTERO also introduced a bill making ap- 
propriations for explorations and surveys of cer- 
tain military roads and bridges in the Territory of 
New Mexico; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. OTERO also introduced a bill for continu- 
ing the impfovement of the road from Santa Fé to 
| Dofia Ana, and for surveying the route thereof, 
with a view of making a final location of that por- 
tion between Albuquerque and Dojia Ana, in the 
Territory of New Mexico; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military, Affairs. 5 

TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURES. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, submitted 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the or- 
ganic acts establishing territorial governments tor New 
Mexico aud Washington, so that the number of members 
in each of the two branches of the Legislative Assemblies 











shall be equal to the number provided for in seetinn four of 


the act approved March 3, 1849, to establish the territorial 
government of Minnesota. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS BN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, introduced a 
bill to provide for a superintendent of Indian 
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afairs for Washington Territory, and additional | 
Indian agents; which was read a first and second || 
time, and referred to the Committee on Indian || 
Affairs. 

MILITARY ROADS IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced bills of the following titles; which were sev- | 
erally read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill for the construction of military roads in | 
the Territory of Washington; and 

A bill for the completion of military roads in |) 
the Territory of Washington. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN WASHINGTON. | 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill to make additional appropriations for | 
the completion of the public buildings in Wash- | 
ington ‘Territory; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee on |) 
Territories. 





ELIAS YULEE. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, also intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Elias Yulee, late re- 
ceiver of the land office in Washington Territory; 
which was read a first and second#time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


DEFENSE OF PUGET SOUND, ETC. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, submitted the | 
following resolution; which was read, considered, | 
aud agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be requested to 
communicate tothe House detailed plans and estimates for || 
ihe defense of Puget Sound and the entrance of the Co- | 
Jumbia river. 


NAVY YARD, ETC., AT PUGET SOUND. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, submitted the | 
following resolution; which was read, considered, || 
aid agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- | 


structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
navy-yard and naval depot on Puget Sound. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT PUGET SOUND. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, submitted the |! 

following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 





Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation of money for the construction of a marine bos- 
pital for Puget Sound. 


BOUNDARY OF KANSAS. 
Mr. PARROTT introduced a bill to change the 
northern boundary line of the ‘Territory of Kan- | 
sas; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 
LAND ENTRIES IN LEAVENWORTH ISLAND. 
Mr. PARROTT introduced a bill legalizing 


certain entries of land situate in Leavenworth Isl- 
and, in the State of Missouri; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


SETTLERS ON KANSAS HALF-BREED TRACT. 


Mr. PARROTT also introduced a bill to secure | 
the titles to settlers upon the Kansas half-breed 
tract; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


KANSAS MINERAL LANDS. 


Mr. PARROTT also introduced a bill to regu- 
late settlements on the mineral lands in Kansas 
Territory; which was read a first and second time, | 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


FORT LEAVENWORTH RESERVATION. 
Mr. PARROTT also introduced a bill to reduce | 
the military reservation at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas Territory; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


KANSAS MILITARY ROADS. 


Mr. PARROTT also introduced a bill making |, 
an appropriation for the repairs-of certain military | 
roads in Kansas Territory; which was read a first || 
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Nebraska; which was read a first and second ime, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
SCHOOL LANDS IN NEBRASKA. 

Mr. FERGUSON also introduced a bill author- 
izing the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Nebraska to provide for leasing school sec- 
tions sixteen and thirty-six, in said Territory, for 
the benefit of common schools; which was read a 


| first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands. 


HOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 

Mr. FERGUSON also introduced a bill to 
grant to every person who is the head of a family, 
and a citizen of the United States, a homestead of 
one hundred and sixty acres of land out of the 
public domain, on condition of the occupancy and 
cultivation of the same for a period theredp speci- 
fied; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


GEOLOGICAL, ETC., SURVEY OF NEBRASKA. 
Mr. FERGUSON also introduced a bill to pro- 


| vide for a geological and mineralogical survey of 


the Territory of Nebraska; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 


on Territories. 


NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE. 

Mr. FERGUSON also introduced a bill for de- 
fraying the exffenses of an extra session of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Ne- 
braska; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Territorjes. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN NEBRASKA. 


Mr. FERGUSON also introduced a billto es- 
tablish an additional judicial district in the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska, to be called the Laramie dis- 
trict; which was read a firstand second time, and 
referred to the Committee o. the Judiciary. 

OMAHA CITY. 

Mr. FERGUSON also introduced a bill for the 
relief of Omaha City, in the Territory of Nebras- 
ka; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

FLORIDA VOLUNTEERS. 

The SPEAKER, by ananimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the See- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting estimates for 
the payment of the Florida volunteers; which was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
the House do now adjourn. 


WILLIAM HAZARD WIGG. 

Mr. MOORE. Before the questionis taken upon 
that motion, I desire to ask the consent of the 
House to take up from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate resolution (No, 52) for the relief of William 
Hazard Wigg. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
my motion for that purpose. 

Mr. MOORE. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Hlouse to take up and put upon its passage 
WJenate resolution (No. 52) for the relief of Wil- 
liam Hazard Wigg. The object of the tesolu- 
tion is merely to correct aclericalerror. It comes 
to the House unanimously recommended by the 
Committee of Claims. Ll ask that the resolution 


I move that 


I will waive 


| may b. put upon its passage. 


The resolution, which was read, directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury to examine and adjust 
the accounts of William Hazard Wigg, stated 
under the authority of an act of Congress for his 
relief, approved March 3, 1853, and ascertain the 
alleged clerical error, whereby the sum of $1,560 
is supposed to have been withheld, and to pay the 
same to him out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, according to the true 
interest and meaning of said act. 

The report of the Committee of Claims states, 
that, by reference to House Report No. 176, first 
session Thirty-Second Congress, it will be found 


that there was a clerical error in the statement of 


the account of William Hazard Wigg, amount- 


and second time, and referred to the Committee |, ing te the sum of $1,560; and therefore they re- 


on Military Affairs. 
LANB DISTRICT IN NEBRASKA. 
Mr. FERGUSON introduced a bill establish- 


ing an additional land district in the Territory of |) 


‘ported the Senate resolution, with a recommenda- 


tion that it do pass. 

Mr. MORGAN objected. 

Mr. MOORE. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw the objection. 


|! to seats on the floor. 
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HIRAM POWERS. 


Mr. SEWARD. I made an objection, the 
other day, to a Senate bill which the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. een desired to 
take up and put upon its passage. withdraw 
the objection, and hope it may now be taken up 
and put upon its passage. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Let the bill be read. 

The tide of the bill was reported, as follows: 

An act (S. No. 276) to authorize the President 
to make advances of money to Hiram Powers. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Itis time enough 
to pay when the work is done. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT GALVESTON. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Iask unanimous 
consent to take up and put upon its passage a 
Senate resolution in reference to the Galveston 
custom-house, which I attempted to call up a few 
days ago, but it was objected to. That objection 
has been withdrawn, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York is upon the floor. ; 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

A resolution (S. No. 54) changing the plan of 
the custom-house at Galveston, in the State of 
Texas. : 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I offer the follow- 


ine amendment to the resolution: 


I move that the 


Ind provided further, That the consent, in writing, of the 
contractors and their sureties for the construction of said 
custom- house to such alterations, shall be first had and de- 
livered to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to withdraw my ob- 
jection to the resolution for the relief of William 
Hazard Wige. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
had the rigltt to make a motion to adjourn, 

Mr. STANTON. What will be the pending 
question, if I withdraw my motion? 

The SPEAKER. It will be upon the Senate 
resolution, called up by the gentleman from New 
York. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, The passage of 
this resolution is recommended by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and the contractors are waiting 
here for its passage. It is merely for altering the 
plan of the custom-house at Galveston. ‘The al- 
teration is to be confined within the present ap- 
propriation, and at the rate of prices already pro- 
vided. 

Mr. JEWETT. I object to the consideration 
of the resolution. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The objection 
comes too late, as the resolution has been re- 
ceived, 

Mr. RITCHIE. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- 
cordingly (at twenty minutes past three o’elock ) 
adjourned to meet on the 4th day of January next, 
in accordance with the concurrent resoluuon of 
the Senate and House of Representatives. 


I believe L have 


I move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, January 4, 1859. 


Tlon. Rozertr W. Jounson, of Arkansas; Hon 
Grorce E. Pucu, of Ohio; and Hon. Dayw L 
Yuuer, of Florida, attended to-day. 

Prayer by Rev. W. B. Evwarps, D. D. 

The Journal of Thursday, December 23, 1358, 
was read and approved. 

ADMISSION OF LADIES. 

Mr. STUART. There isa very great interest 
felt in the proceedings that are to take place here, 
previous.to going into the other Chamber, . W hile 
many of the ladies have found seats in the galle- 
ries, there are others who have not, and have great 
anxiety to witness these proceedings. We have 
plenty of seats here, and L move (L hope there 
will be no objection to it) that they be admitted 
It will be but for a few mo- 
ments, and they will not interrupt our business. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. 
mous consent. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It may be an ungracious, it 
is an unpleasant task, to object to the motion 
which has been made by my friend from Michi- 
gan; but I have seen so many occasions when 
ladies were admitted to this Hall when the result 
was only to interrupt the legitimate business of 
the session, that | feel compelled to enter my ob- 
jection. 
of our meeting excluding all persons, except the 
members of the Llouse of Representatives, from 
being admitted to the Senate Chamber; and I think 





It requires unani- 
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|| theit impress on these very walls; and this ma- 


We passed a resolution on the last day | 


it is too early now to depart from that resolution, | 
; | 


I must therefore object to this proposition, 


REMOVAL TO THE NEW HALL. 


Mr. DAVIS. The special committee appoint- 
ed to make arrangements for the removal of the 
Senate from the present to the new Chamber have 
directed me to make a report, accompanied by a 
diagram, which I now submit to the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the report. 

The Secretary read the report, in which the 
committee state that they had arranged the seats 
and desks for Senators, and for the officers and 
reporters of the Senate, in the mode exhibited in 
an accompanying diagram. They had also as- 
signed rooms for the use of the officers of the Sen- 
ate; and they added that an appropriation was 
required for furnishing them. ‘The galleries on 
the left of the chair were assigned to ladies and 
the gentlemen accompanying them; those on the 
right of the chair togentlemen alone. The center 
portion of the north gallery was reserved for such 
reporters of the press as may be admitted thereto 
by the authority of the Senate, except the front 
desk, which was set apart for the reporters of the 
Senate. The committee proposed the following 
order of proceedings for removing to the new 
Chamber: After an address, to be delivered by 
the Vice President, the Senators, preceded by 
their President, Secretary,and Sergeant-at-Arms, 
will move in the usual order of procession to the 
new Chamber, and there assume the seats respect- 
ively assigned tothem; when, after prayer by the 
Chaplain, the business will be continued as pre- 
seribed by the rules of the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move you, Mr. Pres- 
ident and Senators, that we proceed at once to the 
consideration of this report, and thatit be adopted, 
That is the purpose or which I rise. Before, 
however, submitting that motion to the vote of 
the Senate, | hope that I may be indulged ina few 
words of parting from this Chamber. This is to 
be the last day of our session here; and this place, 
which has known us so long, is to know us no 
more forever as a Senate. The parting seems to 
me, sir, to be somewhat of a solemn one, and full 
of eventful recollections. I wish, however, only 
to say a few words. 

Many associations, pleasant and proud, bind us 
and our hearts to this place. We cannot butfeel 
their influence, especially I, Mr. President, whose 
lot it has been to serve in this body more years 
than any other member now present. That we 
should all be attached to it, that my longer asso- 
ciation should attach me to it, is most natural. 
Mr. President, we cannot quit this Chamber with- 
out some feeling of sacred sadness. This Cham- 
ber has been the scene of great events. Here 
questions of American constitutions and laws 
have been debated; questions of peace and war 
have been debated and decided; questions of em- 
»ire have occupied the attention of this assem- 
Giaee in times past; this was the grand theater 
upon which these things have been enacted, The 
give a sort of consecrated character to this Hall. 

Sir, great men have been the actors here. The 
illustrious dead, that have distinguished this body 
in times past, naturally rise to our view on such 
an occasion. I speak only of what I have seen, 
and but partially of that, when I say that here, 
within these walls, I have seen men whose fame 
is not surpassed, and whose power and ability 
and patriotism are not surpassed, by anything of 
Grecian or of Roman name. I have seen Cla 
and Webster, and Calhoun and Benton, and Leigh 
and Wright, and Clayton, (last though not least,) 
malngling together in this body at one time, and 
uniting their counsels for the benefit of their coun- 
et hey seem to our imagination and sensi- 
bilities, on such an occasion as this, to have left | 


| period between the conclusion of peace an 


| jestic dome seems almost 


et to echo with the 
voice of their eloquence. This Hall seems to be 
a local habitation for their names. This Hall is 
full of the pure odor of their justly-earned fame. 


| 
i 
| 
| 


| There are others besides those I have named, of | 
| whom I will not speak, because they have not yet 


closed their career—not yet ended their services 
to the country; and they will receive their reward 
hereafter. There are a host of others that I might 
mention—that deserve to be mentioned—but it 
would take too long. Their names are in no 
danger of being forgotten, nor their services un- 
thought of or unhonored. 

Sir, we leave behind us, in going from this 
Hall, these associations, these proud imagina- | 
tions so well calculated to prompt to a generous | 
emulation of their services to their country; but | 
we wilfcarry along with us, to the new Chamber 
to which we are to go, the spirit and the memor 
of all these things; we will carry with us all the 
inspiration which our illustrious predecessors are 
calculated to give; and wherever we sit we shall 
be the Senate of the United States of America—a | 
great, a powerful, a conservative body in the 
government of this country, and a body that will 
maintain, as I trust and believe, under all cireum- 
stances and in all times to come, the honor, the 
right, and the glory of this country. Because 
we leave this Chamber, we shall not leave be- 
hind us any sentiment of patriotism, any devo- 
tion to the country which the illustrious exem- 
plars that have gone before us have set to us. 
These, like our household gods, will be carried 





_ with us; and we, the representatives of the States 


of this mighty Union, will be found always equal, 
I trust, to the exigencies of any time that may 
come upon our country. No matter under what 
sky we may sit; no matter what dome may cover 
us; the great patriotic spirit of the Senate of the 
United States will be there; and I have an abiding 
confidence that it will never fail in the perform- 
ance of its duty, sit where it may, even though 
it were in a desert. e 

sut itis yet, sir, not possible to leave this Hall 
without casting behind us many longing and lin- 
gering looks. It has been the scene of the past; 
the new Chamber is to be the scene of the future; 
and that future, I hope, will not be dishonored 
by any comparison to be made with the past. It, 
too, will have its illustrations of great public ser- 
vices rendered by great men and great patriots; | 
and this body, the great preservative element of 
the Government, will discharge all its duties, 
taking care to preserve the Union of the States 
which they represent—the source of all their hon- 
ors, the source of the trust which they sit here to 
execute, the source as it has been and as it will 
be of their country’s greatness, happiness, and 
prosperity, in times to come as it has been in the 
ume that is past. 

Mr. President, I cannot detain you longer. 1 
move that the vote of the Senate be now taken 
on the report which has been presented, and that 
it be adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the report of the committee. 

‘he report was adopted nem. con. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators, I have 
been charged by the committee to whom you con- 
fided the arrangements of this day, with the duty 
of expressing some of the reflections that naturall 
occur in taking final leave of a Chamber which 
has so long been occupied by the Senate. In the 
progress of our country and the growth of the 
representation, this room has become too con- 
tracted for the representatives of the States now 
existing and soon to exist; and accordingly you 
are about to exchange it for a Hall affording ac- 
commodations adequate to the present and the 
future. The occasion suggests many teresting 
reminiscences; and it may be agreeable, in the 
first place, to occupy a few minutes with a short 
account of the various places at which Congress 
has assembled, of the struggles which preceded | 
the permanent location of the seat of Government, | 
and of the circumstances under which it was | 
finally established on the banks of the Potomac. 

The Congress of the Revolution was sometimes | 
a fugitive, holding its sessions, as the chances ef | 


|| lowed by ever 





January 4, 


met at Princeton, Annapolis, Trenton, and New 
York. 
_ After the idea of a permanent Union had been 
executed in part by the adoption of the Articles 
_ of Confederation, the question presented itself of 
fixing a seat of Government, aad thie immediate] 
‘called forth intense interest and rivalry. y 
That the place should be central, having regard 
to the popes and territory of the Confederacy 
| was the only point common to the contendine 
parties. Propositions of ali kinds were offered. 
debated, and rejected, sometimes with intemper. 
_ate warmth. At length, on the 7th of Octobe; 
1783, the Congress being at Princeton, whithe; 
they had been driven from Philadelphia, by the 
insults of a body of armed men, it was resolved 





| that a building for the use of Congress be erected 


near the falls of the Delaware. This was soon 
after modified by requiring suitable buildings to 
_ be also erected near the falls of the Potomac, that 
| the residence of Congress might alternate between 
| those places. But the question was not allowed 
| to rest, and at length, after frequent and warm 
debates, it was resolved that the residence of Con- 
gress should continue at one place; and commis- 
| sioners were appointed, with full power to lay 
| out a district for a Federal town near the falls of 
the Delaware; and in the mean time Congress as- 
sembled alternately at Trenton and Annapolis; 
but the representatives of other States were unre- 
mitting in exertions for their respective localities, 
| On the 23d of December, 1784, it was resolved 
to remove to the city of New York, and to re- 
| main there until the building on the Delaware 
should be completed; and accordingly, on the 11th 
of January, 1785, the Congress met at New York, 
where they continued to hold their sessions until 
| the Confederation gave place to the Constitution. 
| The Commissioners to lay out a town on the 
| Delaware reported their proceedings to Congress; 
_ but no further steps were taken to carry the res- 
olution into effect. 

‘ When the bonds of union were drawn closer by 
| the organization of the new Government under 
| the Constitution, on the 3d of March, 1789, the 
| subject was revived and discussed with greater 
warmth than before. It was conceded on all sides 
| that the residence of Congress should continue at 
| one place,and the prospect of stability in the Gov- 

ernment invested the question with a deeper in- 
| terest. Some members proposed New York, as 

being ‘* superior to any place they knew for the 
orderly and decent.behavior of its inhabitants.” 
| To this it was answered that it was not desirable 
that the political capital should be in a commer- 
cial metropolis, Others ridiculed the idea of build- 
| ing palaces in the woods. Mr. Gerry, of Massa- 
chusetts, thought it highly unreasonable to fix the 
seat of Government in such a position as to have 
nine States of the thirteen to the northward of the 

lace; while the South Carolinians objected to 

hiladelphia on account of the number of Qua- 
_kers, who, they said, continually annoyed the 
| southern members with schemes of emancipation. 
| In the midst of these disputes, the House of 
| Representatives resolved, ‘* that the permanent 
_ seat of Government ought to be at some conve- 
_nient place on the banks of the Susquehanna.” 
On the introduction of a bill to give effect to this 
_ resolution, much feeling was exhibited, especially 
| by the southern members. Mr. Madison thought 
if the proceeding of that day had been forescen 
| by Virginia, that State might not have become a 
| party to the Constitution. The question was al- 
member to be a matter of great 
| importance. Mr. Scott said the future tranquillity 
_and well-being of the United States depended as 
much on this as on any question that ever had, 
or could, come before Congress; and Mr. Fisher 
Ames remarked that every principle of pride and 
honor and even of patriotism were engaged. For 
a time, any agreement appeared to be impossible; 

but the good genius of our system finally prevailed, 
and on the 28th of June, 1790, an act was passed 
containing the following clause: 

* That a district of territory on the river Potomac, atsome 
| place between the mouths of the eastern branch and the 


| Connogocheague, be, and the same is werieae rates? for 
| the permarent seat of the Government of the United States. 


| The same act provided that Congress should 





war required, at Philadelphia, Baltimore, Lan- | 
caster, Annapolis, and Yorktown. During the 
the 
commencement of the present Government, it 


hold its sessions at Philadelphia until the first 

Monday in November, 1800, whe the Govern- 
ment should remove to the district selected on the 
Potomac. Thus was settled a question which had 
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produced much sectional feeling between the 
States. Butall difficulties were not yet surmount- 
ed: for Congress, either from indifference, or the 
want of money, failed to make adequate appro- 
priations for the erection of public buildings, and 
the commissioners were often reduced to great 
straits to maintain the progress of the work. 
Finding itimpossible to borrow money in Europe, | 
or to obtain it from Congress, Washington, in 
December, 1796, made a personal appeal to the 
Legislature of Maryland, which was responded to | 
by an advance of $100,000; but in so deplorable 
a condition was the credit of the Federal Govern- | 
ment that the State required, as a guarantee of 
payment, the pledge of the private credit of the 
commissioners. 

From the beginning Washington had advocated 
the present seat of @overnment. Its establish- 
ment here was due, in a large measure, to his in- | 
fluence; it was his wisdom and prudence that com- | 
uted disputes and settled conflicting titles; and | 
it was chiefly through his personal influence that | 
the funds were provided to prepare the buildings | 
for the reception of the President and Congress. 

The wings of the Capitol having been sufficient- | 
ly prepared, the Government removed to this Dis- 
trict on the 17th of November, 1800; or as Mr. 
Wolcott expressed it, left the comforts of Phila- 
delphia ** to go to the Indian place with the long 
name, in the woods on the Potomac.’’ I will not 
pause to describe the appearance, at that day, of | 
the place where the city was to be. Cotempo- | 
rary accounts represent it as desolate in the ex- 
treme, with its long, unopened avenues and 
streets, its deep morasses, and its vast area cov- | 
ered with trees instead of houses. It is enough | 
to say that Washington projected the whole plan | 
upon a scale of centuries, and that time enough 
remains to fill the measure of his great conception. | 

The Senate continued to occupy the north wing, | 
and the House of Representatives the south wing | 
of the Capitol, until the 24th of August, 1814, | 
when the British army entered the city and burned | 
the public buildings. This occurred during the 
recess, and the President immediately convened 
the Congress. Both Houses metin a bridkc build- | 
ing known as Blodget’s Hotel, which occupied a | 
part of the square now éovered by the General | 
Post Office. But the accommodations in that 
house being quite insufficient, a number of public- 
spirited citizens erected a more commodious build- 
ing, on Capitol Hill, and tendered it to Congress; | 
the offer was accepted, and both Houses continued 
to occupy it until the wings of the new Capitol 
were completed. This building yet stands on the 
street ee to the northeastern corner of the 
Capitol Square, and has since been occasion- 
ally occupied by persons employed in different 
branches of the public service. 

On the 6th of December, 1819, the Senate as- 
sembled for the first time in this Chamber, which 
has been the theater of their deliberations for | 


| 





more than thirty-nine years. I) 


And now the strifes and uncertainties of the | 
past are finished. We see around us on every 
side the proofs of stability and improvement. | 
This Capitol is worthy of the 
— buildings meet the view on every hand. | 


reasures of science and the arts begin to accu- | 


of its business was transacted with closed doors, 
and it took comparatively little part in the legis- 
lative debates. The rising and vigorous intellects 
of the country sought the arena of the House of 
Xepresentatives as the appropriate theater for the 
display of their powers. Mr. Madison observed, 
on some occasion, that being a young man, and 
desiring to increase his reputation, he could not | 
afford to enter the Senate; and it will be remem- 
bered, that, so late as 1812, the greatdebates which 
preceded the war and aroused the country to the 
assertion of its rights, took place in the other 


branch of Congress. ‘To such an extent was the | 


idea of seclusion carried, that, when this Cham- 
ber was completed, no seats were prepared for 
the accommodation of the public; and it was not 
unul many years sienna that the semi-circu- 
lar gallery was erected which admits the people 


to be witnesses of your proceedings. But now, | 


the Senate, besides its peculiar relations to the 
executive department of the Government,assumes 
its full share of duty as a coequal branch of the 
Legislature; indeed, from the limited number of 
its members, and for other obvious reasons, the 
most important questions, esnecially of foreign 
policy, are apt to pass first under discussion in 
this body, and to be a member of it is justly re- 
garded as one of the highest honors which can be 
conferred on an American statesman. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out the causes 
of this change, or to say that it is a concession 
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both to the importance and the individuality of | 


the States, and to the free and open character of 

, the Government. ; 
In connection with this easy but thorough trans- 
ition, it is worthy of remark that it has been ef- 
fected without a charge from any quarter that the 


Senate has transcended its constitutional sphere— | 


| a tribute at once to the moderation of the Senate, 
and another proof to thoughtful men of the com- 
prehensive wisdom with which the framers of the 
Constitation secured essential principles without 
inconveniently embarrassing the action of the 
Government. 
The progress of this popular movement, in one 
| aspect of it, has been steady and marked. At 
the origin of the Government no arrangements 
in the Senate were made for spectators; in this 


| 


Chamber about one third of the space is allotted | 


to the public; and in the new apartment the gal- 


|| leries cover two thirds of its area. In all free | 


countries the admission of the people to witness | 


legislative proceedings is an essential element of 
public confidence; and it is not to be anticipated 
| that this wholesome principle will ever be abused 


| by the substitution of partial and interested dem- | 
|| onstrations for the expression of a matured and 
|| enlightened public opinion. Yetit should never 


| be forgotten that not France, but the turbulent 
spectators within the Hall, awed and controlled 


the French Assembly. With this lesson and its | 


consequence before us, the time will never come | 


swayed by the blandishments or the thunders of 
the galleries. 


when the deliberations of the Senate shall be | 


It is impossible to disconnect from an occa- | 


history, and of speculations on the future. The 
most meager account of the Senate involves a 


mulate. As this flourishing city enlarges, it tes- | summary of the progress of our country. From 


Republic. Noble | sion like thia, a crowd of reflection on our past | 


tifies to the wisdom and forecast that dictated the | year to year you have seen your representation | 


plan of it. Future generations will not be dis- | ug 
turbed with questions concerning the center of | comed a new sister into the Confederacy; and the 
population, or of territory, since the steamboat, | occurrences of this day are a material and im- 


enlarge; time and again you have proudly wel- | 


the railroad, and the telegraph have made com- || pressive proof of the growth and prosperity of | 


munication almost instantaneous. The spot is || the United States. Three periods in the history 


sacred by a thousand memories, which are so || of the Senate mark, in striking contrast, three | 


many pledges that the city of Washington, |, epochs in the history of the Union. 
founded by him and bearing his revered name, | 
with its beautiful site, bounded by picturesque | ment was organized under the Constitution, the 
eminences, and the broad Potomac, and lying } Senate was composed of the representatives of 
within view of his home and his tomb, shall | eleven States, containing three millions of people. 
remain forever the political capital of the United || On the 6th of December, 1819, when the Sen- 
States. ate met for the first time in this room, it was 


On the 3d of March, 1789, when the Govern- | 
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appalled at the contemplation of the prodigious 
force which has marked their progress. Sixty- 
nine years ago, thirteen States containing three 
millions of inhabitants, burdened with debt, and 
exhausted by the long war of rs es- 
tablished for their common good a free Constitu- 
tion, on principles new to mankind, and began 
their experiment with the good wishes of a few 
doubting friends and the derision of the world. 
Look at the result to-day; twenty-eight millions 
of people, in every way happier than an equal 
number in any other part of the globe! the center 
of population and political power descending the 
western slopes of the Alleghany mountains, and 
the original thirteen States forming but the eastern 
margin on the map of our vast possessions, See 
besides, Christianity, civilization, and the arts 
given toacontinent; the despised colonies grown 
into a Power of the first class, representing and 
yrotecting ideas that involve the progress of the 
1uman race; a commerce greater than thatof any 
other nation; free interchange between the States; 
every variety of climate, soil, and production to 
make a people powerful and happy—in a word, 
behold present greatness, and, in the future, an 
empire to which the ancient mistress of the world 
in the height of her glory could not be compared. 
Such is our country; ay, and more—far more 
than my mind could conceive or my tongue could 
utter. Is there an American who regrets the past ? 


Is there one who will deride his country’s laws, 


pervert her Constitution, or alienate her people ? 
If there be such a man, let his memory descend 
to posterity laden with the execrations of all 
mankind. 

So happy is the political and social condition 
of the Unived States, and so accustomed are we 
to the secure enjoyment of a freedom elsewhere 
unknown, that we are apt to undervalue the treas- 
ures we possess, and to lose, in some degree, the 
sense of obligation to our forefathers. But when 
the strifes of faction shake the Government, and 
even threaten it, we may pause with advantage 
long enough to remember that we are reaping the 
reward of other men’s iabors. ‘This liberty we 
inherit; this admirable Constitution, which has 
survived peace and war, prosperity and adversity; 
this double scheme of Government, State and 
Federal, so peculiar and so little understood by 
other Powers, yet which protects the earnings of 
industry, and makes the largest personal freedom 
compatible with public order; these great results 
were not acquired without wisdom and toil and 
blood—the touching and heroic record is before 
the world. But to all this we were born, and, like 
heirs upon whom has been cast a great inherit- 
ance, have only the high duty to poem to ex- 
tend, and to olen it. The grand productions of 
the era in which the foundations of this Govern- 
ment were laid, reveal the deep sense its founders 
had of their obligations to the whole family of 
man. Let us never forget that the responsibili- 
ties imposed on this generation are by so much 
the greater than those which rested on our revo- 
lutionary ancestors, as the population, extent, 
and power of our country surpass the dawning 
promise of its origin. 

It would be a pleasing task to pursue many 
trains of thought, not wholly foreign to this oc- 
casion, but the temptation to enter the wide field 
must be rigorously curbed; yet I may be pardoned, 
perhaps, for one or two additional reflections. 

The Senate is assembled for the last time in 
this Chamber. Henceforth it will be converted to 
other uses; yet it must remain forever connected 
with great events, and sacred to the memories of 
the departed orators and statesmen who here en- 
gaged in high debates, and shaped the policy of 
their country. Hereafter the American and the 
stranger, as they wander through the Capitol, 


|| will turn with instinctive reverence to view the 


It would be interesting to note the gradual || composed of the representatives of twenty-one | 


changes which have occurred in the practical | States, containing nine millions of people. 
working of the Government, since the adoption || 
of the Constitution; and it may be appropriate to | thirty-two States, containing more than twenty- 
this oceasion to remark one of the most striking || eight millions of people, prosperous, happy, and 
of them. | still devoted to constitutional liberty. Let these 
At the origin of the Government, the Senate | great facts speak for themselves to all the world. 
seemed to be regarded chiefly as an executive | The career of the United States cannot be 
council. The President often visited the Cham- | measured by that of any other people of whom 


To-day itis composed of the representatives of | 


ber and conferred personally with this body; most | history gives account; and the mind is almost | 


spot on which so many and great materials have 
accumulated for history. ‘They will recall the 
images of the great and the good, whose renown 
is the common property of the Union; and chiefly, 
perhaps, they will linger around the seats once 
occupied by the mighty three, whose names and 
fame, associated in life, death has not been able 
to sever; illustrious men, who in their generation 
sometimes divided, sometimes led, and sqmetimes 
resisted public opinion—for they were of that 
higher class of statesmen who seek the right and 
follow their convictions. 

There sat Calhoun, the Senator, inflexible, aus- 
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tere, oppressed, but not overwhelmed by his deep 
sense of the importance of his public functions; 
seeking the truth, then fearl asly following it—a 
man whose unsparing intellect compelled all his 
emotions to harmonize with the deductions of his 
rigorous logic, and whose noble countenance hab- 
itually wore the expression of one engaged in the 
p rformance of high public duties. 

This was Webster’s seat. Ele, too, was every 
inch a Senator. Conscious of his own vast pow- 
ers, he reposed with confidence on himself; and 
scorning the contrivances of smallermen, he stood 
among his peers all the greater for the simple dig- 
nity of his senatorial demeanor. ‘Type of his 
northern home, he rises before the imagination, in 
the grand and granite of his form and in- 
telles t, like a great New England rock, repelling 
a New England wave. Asa writer, his produc- 
tions will be cherished by statesmen and scholars 
while the English tongue is spoken. As a sen- 
atorial orator, his great efforts are historically as- 
sociated with this ¢ hamber, whose ve ry air seems 
yetto vibrate beneath the strokes of his deep tones 
and his we ighty words. 

On the outer circle, sat I lenry Clay, with hisim- 
petuous and ardent nature untamed by age, and 
exhibiting in the Senate the same vehement pat- 


outline 


riotism and passionate eloquence that of yore elec- 
trified the House of Representatives and the coun- 
try. His extraordinary personal endowments, his 
courage, all his noble qualities, invested him with 
an individuality and a charm of character which, 
in any ave, would have made him a favorite of 
history. ble loved his country above all earthly 
obj ets. Heloved libe rty in all countries. Illus- 
trious man!—orator, patriot, philanthropist 
whose light, at its meridian, was seen and felt in 
the remotest parts of the civilized world; and 
whose declining sun, as it hastened down the 
west, threw back its level beams, in hues of mel- 
lowed splendor, to illuminate and to cheer the 
land he loved and served so well. 

All the States may point, with gratified pride, 
to the services in the Senate of their patriotic sons. 
Crowding the memory, come the namesof Adams, 
Hayne, Wright, Mason, Otis, Macon, Pinck- 
ney, and the rest—I cannot number them—who, 
in the record of their acts and utterances, appeal 
to their successors to give the Union a destiny 
not unworthy of the past. What models were 
these, to awake nh emulation or to plunge in de- 
spair! Fortunate will be the American statesmen 
who, in this age, or in succeeding times, shall 
contribute to invest the new Hall to which we go, 
with historic memories like those which cluster 
here. 

Amd now, Senators, we leave this memorable 
Chamber, bearing with us, LEM pai re 1, the Con- 
stitution we received from our forefathers. Let 
us cherish it with grateful acknowledements to 
the Divine Power who controls the destinies of 
empires and whose we adore. The 
structures reared by men yield to the corroding 
tooth of time. walls must molder 
into ruin; of constitutional lib- 
erty, guarded by wisdom and virtue, unlike ma- 
Let us devoutly 
trust that another Senate, in another age, shall be ar 
toa new and larger Chamber, this Constitution 
vigorous and inviolate, and that the last genera- 
tion of posterity shall witness the deliberations of 
the Represe niatives of American States sull uni- 
ted, prosperous, and free. 

In execution of the order of the Senate, the 
body will now proceed to the new Chamber. 

The Senate, preceded by the Vice President, 
the Secretary, and the Sergeant-at-Arms, pro- 
ceeded to the new Chamber. 

The Senators having been seated, the VICE 
PRESIDENT called the body to order, and the 
Rev. P. D. Guazey, D. D., offered up the follow- 
ing prayer: 

Almighty God, our Father and helper, in all 
the events and ehanges of life, we would acknowl- 
edge Thee that Thou mayest direct our steps. In 
entering this new council! chamber where the rep- 
resentatives ofa great, a free, and a mighty nation 
are to meet and deliberate in years to come, we 
would look up to Thee through Jesus Christ for 
Thy presence and Thy blessing. To Thee would 
we dedicate the place—to Thee our Ged and the 
God ofeur fathers. ‘To the cause of justice, of lib- 
erty, and of humanity, would we dedieate it; pray- 
img that the counsels which may pieevail in years 





roodness 


‘These marble 
but the principles 


tertal elements, do not decay. 


to come, may be counsels of truth, of duty, and 


of wisdom, which Thou wilt approve, and which 
Thou wilt cause to redound to Thine own glory, 
and to the highest welfare of our beloved country. 
Grant, we beseech Thee, that those who come 
here from year to year, as the representatives of 
the different States of this Union, may be true to 
the Union, and true to all the interests confided 
to their care. May they never yield to the sway 
of evil passion, or sacrifice any principle or in- 
terest which duty to Thee and to their beloved 
country may call them to defend; but may they 
so act in the fear of Thy name, and under the 
guidance of Thy word, that the influences which 
issue hence, shall be cheering to the heart of 


Christian patrioti:m, and only cheering, and that 


continually. , 
We beg of Thee, blessed God, here to be pres- 
entin the hour of our country’s peril, whether 


that peril be internal or external, domestic or for- | 


eign. Inthe hour of peril, be Thou here to guide 
our councillors by ‘Thine own counsel, and to in- 
cline them, while they prove all things, to hold 
fast that which is good. 

And now, our God, we beseech Thee to spread 
over us the banner of Thy protection. Aye let 
it wave over the flag of our country, and over all 
our precious interests. Aye let it wave from 
generation to generation over this Hall, and over 
the happy representatives of a happy, a free, and 
a united people; and to Thy name, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, shall be the praise and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


order. 


Petitions are in 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, presented the 
credentials of, Hon. Witniam K. Sepastian, 
chosen a Senator of the United States by the 
Legislature of Arkansas, for the term of six years, 
from and after the 4th of March next; wifich were 
read and ordered to be placed on file. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a paper from B. J. 
Moeller, a lieutenant in the Navy, in relation to 
his transfer from the furlough to the leave list; 
which was referred to the Committee on Nava! 
Affairs. 

Mr. HARLAN presented two petitions from 
citizens of lowa, praying the establishment of a 
mail route from Jefferson to Sac’ City, in that 
State; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam Maxwell Wood, a surgeon in the Navy, 
praying to be allowed traveling expenses incurred 
underan order of his commanding officer; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HAMMOND presented a petition of res- 
idents of Edgefield district, South Carolina, pray- 
ing the estabiishment of a post office at Kaolin, 
in that State, and additional mail facilities between 
Branchvilleand Kaolin; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of William 
Hazard Wigg, praying that the papers relating 
to his claim tor the destruction of his grandfather’s 
property during the revolutionary war, may be 
withdrawn from the Court of Claims and referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

He also presented resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of South Carolina, opposed to any change 
in the present organization of the Light-House 
Board; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Fannie 
White, widow of C. B. White, a military store- 
keeper, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 


Mr. KENNEDY presented the memorial of | 


James H. Causten, attorney in fact of the legal 
representatives of Samwel Smith, James A. Bu- 
chanan, and others, praying that interest may be 
allowed in the settlement of their accounts at the 
Treasury Department, upon certain awards made 
for vessels sunk in the defense of the city of Balti- 
more during the last war with Great Britain; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of officers of 
the Army stauoned at ort Kearny, praying that 
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music in the military service; which wa 
to the Committee on Military Affairs 
Militia. 

Healso presented the memorial of Samuel Jo 
a captain in the United States Army, praying 4, 
be remunerated for losses sustained by him in 
consequence of the blowing up of the steame; 
Pennsylvania, on the Mississippi river, while he 
was a passenger thereon, traveling in the Public 
service; which was referred to the Committee oy, 
Claims. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of New 
York, praying that all further traffic in and mo. 
nopoly of the public lands may be prevented, ang 
that they may be laid out in farms for the use of 
actual settlers; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Public Lands. @ 

Mr. GWIN presented twelve petitions of cit. 
izens of California, praying the establishment of 
a mail route from Marysville to San Francisco. 
which were referred to the Committee on the Pog, 
Office and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Robert Per. 
kins, praying indemnity for property stolen and 
destroyed by the Indians; which was referred to 
the Comittee on Indian Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of Leonard J. 
Rose, praying indemnity for property stolen and 
destroyed by the Indians; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of 
Thomas Sprague, praying compensation for in- 
vestigating certain depredations on the public 
lands in the State of Michigan; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented a petition of 
Reuben Knight and others, whose claims for 
bounty land under the act of March 3, 1855, have 
been rejected, praying a modification of that act; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BROWN presented a memorial of the 
Provident Association of Clerks, praying an 
amendment of their charter; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GREEN presented additional papers in 
support of the claims of James and R. H. Porter, 
praying indemnity for losses occasioned by the 
United States Army in the expedition to Utah; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of Simeon 
Geron, praying compensation for services ren- 
dered and losses sustained in carrying dispatches 
during the war of 1812; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. FOOT presented the petition of Marshall 
Harvey, praying to be allowed an invalid pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a statement of 8. 8S. Wick- 
ham, John Robinson, and Samuel 8. Bryan, sol- 
diers in the war with Mexico, respecting the rais- 
ing of the first American flag on the citadel of 
Mexico, in September, 1847; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the Mi- 
litia. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of Rebecca 
A. Correll, widow of Isaac Correll, deceased, late 
private in company _D, eleventh regiment United 
States infantry, for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of New 
York, praying that the public lands may be laid 
out in farms for the free and exclusive use of ac- 
tual settlers: which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES presented the memorial of the An- 
nual Convention of Baptists, held at lowa City, 


nes, 


| lowa, October 9, 1858, praying the enactment of 


_ a law for the protection of chaplains in the pub- 


lic service; which was referred to the Committce 
on Naval Affairs, 

He also presented the memorial of R. H. Gillet 
asking compensation for the argument of certain 
cases in the Supreme Court of the United States, 
at the request of the Attorney General; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of Ra- 


_ phael Semmes, acommander inthe Navy, praying 


that he may be allowed the sea-service pay of his 
grade while employed as secretary of the Light- 
House Board; which, was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Naval Affairs. 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MALLORY. The Committee on Naval 
\fairs, to Whom were referred various petitions 
f off vers of the Navy, have instructed me to re- 
port a bill (S. No. 485) to increase the pay of the 
officers of the Navy. I give notice to the Senate,as 
the session is necessarily a short one, that I will 
move at an early day to take up this bill, and test 
the sense of the Senate upon it. 

The bill was read, and ordered to a second 





oading. 

Mr. MALLORY also, from the same commit- 

tee, reported a bill (S. No. 486) to authorize the 

construction of ten small war steamers; which 

was read, and passed to a second reading. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SEWARD gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to refund to the State 
of New York moneys expended by that State in 
constructing and repairing the harbor at Buffalo, 
on Lake Erie, at the western termination of the 
erie canal. 

Mr. BIGLER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to regulate the loca- 
tion of the public buildings in the city of Phila- 
d Iphia. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. FOSTER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion (S. No. 61) givine construction to the act 
entitled ** An act to extend an act entitled § An 
act to continue half pay to certain widows and 
orphans,’ approved February 3, 1853,”’ approved 
June 3, 1858; which was referred to the, Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. FOOT asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (8. 
No. 62) explanatory of an act approved March 
3, 1855, entitled ** An act granting bounty land to 
certain officers and soldiers who have been en- 
caged in the military service of the United States;”’ 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr.GWIN asked,and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 
No. 63) authorizing the settlement of the accounts 
of Redick MeKee; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
te 


Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 484) for 
the relief of IsaacS K. Ogier, judge of the United 
States district court for the southern district of 
California; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

MAILS TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. GWIN asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 483) 
concerning the transportation of the mails between 
the Pacific and Atlantic coasts. 

The bill was read twice by its title. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I ask the indul- 

gence of the Senate fora few moments, to explain 
the provisions of this bill, before I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. The contracts for carrying the mails to 
the Pacific coast by oeéan steamers, expire on 
the Ist of October next. I propose in this bill to 
make provision for the transportation of the mails 
to the States on the Pacific on four different ocean 
routes, to wit: Panama, Nicaragua, Tehuantepec, 
and Vera Cruz. 
_ The firstand second sections of the bill author- 
ize the Postmaster General to contract for carry- 
ing the mails monthly in twenty-four and twenty- 
two days, from New York to San I’rancisco, and 
thence to Astoria. The third and fourth sections 
give the same officer authority to contract for 
carrying the mails monthly from New Orleans 
by the way of Tehuantepec and Vera Cruz, to 
connect at that point with the other two lines. 
Che time by these routes, from New Orleans to 
San Francisco, is to be seventeen days. Each 
contract is to be given to the lowest responsible 
bidder; those by Panama and Nicaragua not to 
exceed $250,000 each, and those by Tehuantepec 
and Vera Cruz not to exceed $143,600 each. 

Until recently we have had but one of these 
routes opened, and the mails carried on it semi- 
monthly, at an annual cost of aboutseven hundred 


and fifty thousand dollars. Inthe last two or three 


months the mails have been conveyed semi- 
monthly from New Orleans, via ‘Tehyantepec, to 


- 


| Acapuleo, ata cost of $986, ), making the amount 


now paid annually on the two routes upwards of 
a million dollars. By the provisions of this bill 
it is proposed to carry these mails monthly over 
each of the four routes, at about the same rates 
that we have heretofore paid for s« mi-monthly ser- 
vice on one route, and for $250,000 less than is now 
paid on two routes. This is the maximum rate 
which the Postmaster General is authorized to pay 
for this service, and he may get it done for less, for 
each route is to be let to the lowest responsible 
bidder. There is no doubt he will be able to get 
the service performed at these rates. Six years 
ago, responsible parties proposed to carry the 
mails gemi-monthly from New York to San Fran- 
ciseo, via Nicaragua, for $250,000 per annum, the 
limit given to the Postmaster General in this bill to 
pay for monthly service. Eight years ago, Con- 
gress authorized the monthly service from Pana- 
ma to Astoria to be changed to semi-monthly, to 
correspond with the service on this side of the 
Isthmus, provided it could be done at one fourth 
iess than the then contract price, and the contract- 
ors promptly accepted those terms. ‘The Govern- 
ment now pays the Panama railroad (only fifty 
miles in length) $100,000 for carrying our mails 
semi-monthly. One tenth of that sun: would be 
ample compensation for monthly service. 

Il assume that if Congress directs the Postmas- 
ter General to make tlicse contracts, no mterfer- 
ence in the execution of the law in crossing the 
Isthmus at the points named will be tolerated by 
this Government. By treaties we have the right, 
and by policy are committed, to kee p these routes 
open, and wiil be disgraced in the eyes of all civ- 
ilized nations if we permit the weak and distracted 
Governments that claim jurisdiction, or either 
of them, to disturb the transit of our mails. As to 
the mail to be conveyed via Vera Cruz there can 
be no difficulty in making an arrangement with 
Mexico for its secure and uninterrupted transit. 
We are compelled to carry the mails from New 
Orleans to Vera Cruz by ocean steamers, and the 
only additional service contemplated by this bill 
is to connect that mail overland with the Pacifie 
from Vera Cruz, via the City of Mexico, at Aca- 
puleo. But if we cannot make such an arrange- 
ment with Mexico, the bill requires the mails to 
be carried semi-monthly, via Tehuantepec, at the 
same compensation as Is now allowed. 

The contracts are to be made for five years on 
each route. I believe at the expiration of that 
time, the transit by the overland mail routes will 
be so pe rfi cted, With sucnu progress as I hope will 
be made in the Pacific railroad, and we will cer- 
tainly then have various telegraph lines, that we 
will need no ocean lines to carry our mails to the 
Pacific coast. ‘These routes will always continue 
as commercial lines, and will be used to carry the 
mails from the United States to the countries they 
traverse; but they will net be used to transport 
mails to the Pacific States of the Union. I pro- 
pose to use them now merely as auxiliaries to the 
rreat overland transit, which should be aided by 
the whole power of the Government. ‘They are 
also important emigrant routes, and will thus in- 
crease the population of the Pacific States, and 
break up the monopoly of one route, that has for 
years been such just cause of complaint. 

The consolidating the passengers from Aca- 
puleo north, and San Francisco south, to that 
point, would not endanger their health. Nearly 
the whole distance is cool and pleasant. ‘lhe 
danger on all the routes south of Acapulco, and 
through this region, this bill wisely distributes 
between four lines of steamers, instead of confin- 
ing them to two; and those to New Orleans do not 
enter these equatorial rerions, so deleterious to 
health, and where most of the fatal diseases have 
prevailed among passengers on the transH over 
the Isthmus routes to and from California. 

I move that the bill be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and that 
it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JUDICIAL FEES. ; 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered, by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That se much of the report of the Secretary of 


the [Interior as relates to the compensation of the United 


States district attorneys, marshals, and clerks of the courts 
be referred to the Comunitice on the Judiciary; and that 


suakl comuiittee I rt by bill or otherwise, 
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TIE GUANO TRADE. 

Mr. SLIDELL submitted the followine resa- 
lution; which was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate, if in his opinion it be not incompatible with the public 
interest, any correspondence with the Government ot Peru, 
or its agents, on the subject of trade in guano; and all in 
formation which may tend to explain the manner in whieh 
said trade is regulated ; and whether such regulations have 
not the effect unduly to enhance the price of guano to the 
consumer, or to deprive vessels navigating under the flag of 
the United States of the fiir and equal competition with 
those of other nations, guarantied by the treaty with Peru 
of the 19th of July, 18523; and, if se, whether any and what 
regulations is expedient to coenteract the effect of such reg- 
ulauons. 


‘ APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcxiay, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Tlouse had passed the following bills} in 
which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested: 

A bill (No. 662) making appropriations for the 
payment of invalid and other pensions of the Uni- 
ted States, for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1360; and 

A bill (No. 663) making appropriations for the 
support of the Military Academy for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1860. 

On motion of Mr. LLUN'TER, these bills were 
read twice by their tides, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on I‘inance. 

BILLS BECOME LAWS. 

The message further announced that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had approved and signed 
on the Qist of December, an act for the relief of 
Roswell Minard, father of Theodore Minard, de- 
ceased; and on the 22d of December, an act to con- 
firm the land claim of certain pueblos and towns 
in the Territory of New Mexico. 

GOVERNMENTAL EXPENDITURES. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I submit the 
following resolution, and ask for its consideration 
at the present time: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s second annual 
message as relates to a reduction of the expenditures of the 
Government of the United States, which is in the tollowing 
words, to wit: “ f invite Congress to institute a rigid seru 
tiny to ascertain whether the expenses in all the Depart 
ments cannot be still further reduced; and [ promise them 
all dhe aid in my power in pursuing the investigation,’ be 
referred to the Committee on Fimance, and that said com 
mittee are hereby instructed, after first Gonferring with, and 
obtaining all © aid’? and information from the President and 
heads of the Departinents, as indicated in the President's 
Inessage, to report a bill reforming, as far as possible, all 
abuses in the application of the appropriations made by Con 
upportof the various Departments, and which 
will reduce the expendftures to an honest, rigid, economi 
cal administration of the Government. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to have that res- 
olution lie over until to-morrow. I sce that itin- 
structs the committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I hope the 
Senator will make no objection to the resolution, 
It is merely directed to the committee, and in- 
structs them, after obtaining the information, to 
do what the President himself says can be done 
It seems to me this is a very auspicious time for 
such a movement. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear it read 
again. Perhaps I may agree to it. I did not 
catch it all. 

The Secretary read the resolution, 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to make a suggestion 
to my friend from Tennessee. His object is one 
in which L entirely concur, but he has probably 
named the wrongcommittee. Itis the function of 
the Finance Committee to carry out what existing 
laws require. It is therefore the duty of the 


gress for th 


Finance Committee, if too much is appropriated 
to carry outany existing law, to reduce it to that; 
but all changes of the Jaws under which expend- 


itures are had in the various Departments should 
proceed regularly from the committees which are 
raised in reference to these Departments. Now, 
I think this would be a capital proposition if it 
were divided into about five resolutions, one di- 
rected to the Military Commitiec, one tothe Naval 
Committee, one to the Post Office Committee, and 
soon. Each committee, by this division of labor, 
might unite in the effort, and we might probably 
have something done; but if the whole matter is 
referred to the Committee on Finanee, l am afraid 
that with their other occupations, they will hardly 


be able to do justice to the subject. [ believe 
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I may say for them, that they would desire most 


earnestly to carry out the object of this resolution 
if they could do so, and they willdo the best that 
is in their power; butT think if the Senator wishes 
any thing practical, he would do better to divide 


it so that each committee might take charge of 


the expenditures which flow from the particular 
Department in reference to which it is raised. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Lamin hopes 
that the Senator from Virginia will withdraw his 
opposition to this resolution. The House of 
Representatives, under their rules, appoint com- 
mittees to investigate and examine the expendi- 
tures of the respective Executive Departments. I 
served in that House ten years, er never knew 
any of those committees to make a report.on the 
expenditures of any of the Departments. If we 
divide the labor here between these various com- 
mittees, or appoint a special committee on the 
expenditures of the various Departments, there 
will never be anything done. I would prefer to 
have the labor and efforts of the Finance Com- 
mittee first, to see if something cannot be done in 
the way of retrenching the expenditures of the 
Government, as indicated by the President of the 
United States. I think there can be no objection 
to this. If the Finance Committee find it impos- 
sible for them to perform the labor, they can re- 
port that fact to the Senate. They are efficient; 
they are a working committee; and | hope the 
resolution will be referred to them. 

While Lam up, Mr. President, I must be per- 
mitted to make one other remark. I have been 
waiting a long time, and looking a good while for 
a favorable opportunity to commence the work of 
retrenchment. I have long been satisfied in my 
own mind that it cannot be done unless the move- 
ment be headed by the Administration of the coun- 
try. One member may come into the Senate 
Chamber, and a few others into the House of 
Representatives,and they may talk aboutretrench- 
ment, and introduce resolutions, and propose prop- 
ositions, and all that kind of thing, but it results 
in nothing; the effort fails; there is no retrench- 
ment commenced, and there is no reform brought 
about. Lut now we have a favorable opportunity. 
Itis in time of peace. A Democratic President 
now proposes, in his annual message, to lead in 
this work of retrenchment. He tells us in the 
message that the expenses of some of the Depart- 
ments have been reduced below what they were 
last year; and the suggesuyon is clear that if Con- 
gress will commence this work, the expenditures 
can be still further reduced. The President almost 
asks ut. ‘The President proposes to lead in the 
work of retrenchment, and why shall we not join 
him in the effort? It never wild be done until this 
or some other Administration places itself in the 
lead of this great work. The President, it is true, 
says, in the message, that it is unreasonable to 
expect that the expenditures of the Government 
can now be as small as they were some years ago; 
that as the business of the country, and the coun- 
try itself, increase, and become more extensive 
in everything that pertains to a Government, we 
must expect the expenditures of the Government 
to correspondingly increase. That is reasonable 
and right, and in that | concur with the Presi- 
dent; but the question is whether the expenditures 
of the Goverument are not running far ahead of 
a corresponding increase of the population and 
business of the country. There are one or two 
facts that I think will go far to show the neces- 
sity of commencing this work of retrenchment 
and reform with the President at its head. 

In 1790, the population of the United States was 
a fraction less than four million; and the expend- 
jtures, in 179], were $2,000,000. At that time 
the amount requireddo carry on the Government 
for four million people was only $2,000,000. In 
1858, we find that the population was twenty- 
eight million, and the expenditures of the Gov- 


ernment for the last year were about seventy-five | 


million dollars. At least, $75,000,000 was the 
estimate; but the actual expenditures, as we are 
told, were $81,000,000, and the amount we ap- 
propriated at the last Congress was $83,000,000. 
Confine it to the estimates made last year, and 
assume the expenditures to be $75,000,000. From 
1790 up to the present period of time the popula- 
tion has increased seven fold; but the expenditures 


of the Government have increased thirty-five fold. | 
I ask you if this ratio is not too great, if the ex- | 


far ahead of the population and business of the 
country. Can we take any better data to get at 
what should be the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment than the population? There may be other 
things which may enable us to reach a correct con- 
clusion; but this 1s near enough to show the coun- 
| try thatthe expenditures are outrunning our pop- 
ulation and business in too great a ratio. 
Our population has increased seven-fold, while 
our expenditures have multiplied thirty-five-fold. 
Thus it appears that, from 1790 to the present 
time, the expenditures of the Government have 
gone twenty-eight hundred per cent. in advance 
of the population. With that ratio going on in 
the future, how long will it be until the expend- 
itures of the Government go beyond the ability 
of the people to pay the expenses of it? 
I hope this resolution will go to the Committee 
on Finance. I think that is the appropriate com- 
mittee, It is the committee that reports all the 
bills providing for the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment, and it is the appropriate committee, as 
I conceive, that should look into the expenditures 
and report to this House whether those expend- 
itures cannot be reduced. I hope that the reso- 
lution will be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President 
Mr. GWIN. If this is to be discussed at any 
length, | hope it will go over until to-morrow. 
Mr. HUNTER. I shall not take up much time. 
I would rather it should be acted on at once, for 
I think the object of the resolution is a very good 
,, one. Iam not opposed to the resolution; | think 
|| the inquiry ought to be made; but I suggest to the 

Senator from ‘Tennessee, whether, in order to ac- 

complish the object which he has in view, it would 
|, not be better to direct these inquiries to the com- 
mittees connected with the several Departments? 
It would impose so much labor on the Finance 
Committee, in addition to their other and indis- 
pensable duties, that the probability is, the work 
could not be accomplished as the Senator desires. 
When we come to look into this whole subject of 
reform in expenditures—take for instance the Post 
Office Department—nobody can doubt but that 
some radical changes ought to be made by which 
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that Department should sustain itself. ‘The idea | 


of its being a burden on the Treasury to the ex- 
tent of six or nine million dollars a year, is mon- 
strous; and yet, when wecome to ascertain what 
are the precise reforms, and what should be done 
in enabling that Deparsment to accomplish this 
desirable end, it is manifest the mquiry ought to 
be conducted by the Post Office Committee, and 
not by the Committee on Finance; because they 
have not time to look into the workings of the De- 
partments in order to make these radical changes 
at the same time that they attend to the general 
appropriation bills. 

Take the Army. It has been suggested, I do 
not know with how much truth, but I think it 
very probable, that we are subjected to a great 
deal of unnecessary expense on account of the 
manner in which the Army is posted; that itis not 
the duty of the Government to post the Army in 
expensive positions, where it costs a great deal of 
money to transport to them the necessary supplies 
for the purpose of protecting men who are intrud- 
ing into the Indian country, and who can, at an 
time, call for an expensive escort, and who do call 
for it when the Army is so posted. Such inqui- 
ries as that ought to be left to the Military Com- 
mittee; and it seems to me that it is an inquiry 
which ought to be instituted. 

So in regard to the expenditures for the Navy 
Department. I think the knife ought to be in- 
troduced there too. We ought to inquire how 
far, in the present condition of the finances, we can 
properly go on inereasing the Navy. We ought to 
look to see how much itis costing us per gun upon 
the present naval establishment,and whatchanges 
can be made in order to introduce some reform 
in these particulars. Whoso fitto undertake that 
inquiry as the Committee on Naval Affairs? The 
chairman of that committee has all the special 
knowledge which is necessary for that purpose. 
The Committee on Finance have none of that 
special knowledge. I believe that if this resolu- 


tion were divided into five or six, directed to the | 


appropriate committees, good would come of it; 
but I can only say that, if the Senate send it to 
the Finance Committee, I will do the best I can 


penditures of the Government have not gone too || with it. I heartily sympathize with its object; I 
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agree with the views expressed by the Senator 
from Tennessee; I believe there cue to be reform 
in the expenditures of this Government. I think 
sir, it is monstrous that we should be expending 
$74,000,000 a year. I believe that it is contrary 
to the expectation of all those (and they yond 
sisted of mostof the members of the Senate) who 
voted for reforming the tariff a tew years ago fo; 
the purpose of cutting down the revenue. [t yas 
done so that we might reduce the expenditures 
No man dreamed, when it was done, that if you, 
increased the expenditures, the existing tariff 
could furnish revenue enough for them. It js 
obvious that, if the expenditures go on at this 
rate, they will soon exceed the capacity of the cys. 
toms to supply the wants of the Saetiedeet and 
you will be forced, whether you desire it or not 
_ tolook to other sources of revenue. I therefore gay 
to the Senator from Tennessee, God speed him jy 
his inquiry, and I would be willing to render him 
any aid in my power; but I am afraid he is mis. 
taking the best means of accomplishing this pur- 
pose, in sending so broad an inquiry to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, who are occupied in other and 
indispensable business connected with the ordi- 
nary appropriation bills which will probably take 
up the whole of their time in the fifty days now 
_lefttous. If, however, after this suggestion, he 
still insists on sending it there, let it go there; but 
ee a special committee would be better. | 
now no gentleman better qualified than the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee to move that committee. He 
seems to have been directing his attention to that 
object. 1 say the inquiry ought to be made, and 
I will vote for it in some shape. I only desire that 
it may be placed in hands competent to execute 
the task which is required of it. 
Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, I believe that 
the whole Senate will be agreed in the principle 
and object of this resolution. The only question 
| that can exist amongst us is how to produce the 
| practical result which is sontampited by the res- 
olution; that is, a reduction of the expenses of the 
Government to a just and reasonable standard? 
| After hearing all that has been said by the hon- 
_ orable Senator from Virginia, my opinion remains 
| unchanged that the proper destination of this in- 
quiry is to the Committee on Finance, of which 
he is chairman. He suggests that because that 
committee is occupied with so many labors and 
duties already, it would be expedient to send the 
work to be done to other committees of the Senate. 
| But, Mr. President, it is very clear that if what is 
_everybody’s business is nobody’s, what is the 
| business of twenty-two committees will not be 
done by any or all of them. We have twenty-two 
committees, and to distribute this trust among 
them all, will be to defeat it, I think, altogether. 
_It must be in the hands of one committee, and 
that a responsible one. 
Again, somebody is to blame for the excessive 
expenditures over and above the standard which 
the President recommends, and which this resolu- 
tion contemplates a8 being the fight one. Some- 
body is responsible for that excess, that extrav- 
/agance. It must be that it is these very commit- 
| tees, these twenty-two committees of the Senate, 
that must bear the responsibility, so far as this 
_ body is concerned, of this excess; and we can see 
naturally how it occurs that each one makes its 
recommendations, and introduces its bills with 
reference simply to the objects which are com- 
| mitted to its care, and not at all to any common 
| standard of revenue and expenditure. Too send 
the inquiry, therefore, to the several committees, 
is to send it to the very sources from which the 
| errors have already arisen, and which, perhaps, 
| they have no capacity whatever to correct. 
‘Then, in regard to a select committee, I can 
| very well see that such a trust devolved on a se- 
| lect committee would be regarded as a very deli- 
| cate one,exposing them toa great deal of jealousy, 
a great deal of suspicion, a great deal of censure; 
and their report would be, probably, assailed on 
| all sides as prejudiced and interested and big- 
| oted. But the Committee on Finance, which has 
| got the general charge, so far as advising the Sen- 
ate is concerned, of the amount of revenue which 
can be brought into use, has also a general super- 
vision of the whole expenses of the Government; 
and it would seem to be possible for them, if itis 
possible for anybody, to recommend the reduc- 
tion as proposed by this resolution. 4 
Mr. ESSEN DEN . I suppose, sir, that, like 
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every other Senator here, f,am in favor of re- 

trenchment; | presume there is nobody who would 

admit that he 1s not, and everybody l suppose is, 

in point of fact. The only veneers then, is, all 
t 


being in favor of it, what 1s the best mode, if any 
can be adopted, to accomplish the purpose. Now, 
| am very free to say, as has been said by the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, that if 
the honorable mover of this resolution expects 
anything to be accomplished at this session, he 
will not send it ta the Committee on Finance. I 
say so understendingly, because I am_perfectl 

satisfied from my knowledge of its duties, that it 
would be impossible in the very short period that 
js left of this session, although we have the larg- 
est portion of it left, for the Committee on Finance 
to examine the various subjects that must come 
before it jn connectiog with this resolution, and 
at the same time to discharge properly its other 


duties which it cannot possibly avoid. Why, | 


sir, there will be but a few days before the ap- 
propriation bills will be submitted to our charge; 
and any one who has had the experience of that 
committee, even for a single session, as I have 
had, knows very well that when that labor be- 
gins, it necessarily occupies all the time of the 
committee until the close of thesession. It would, 


therefore, in my judgment, be impossible for that | 
committee to investigate the subject so as to un- | 
derstand it, and make a report which would be | 
satisfactory to this body. Suppose; for instance, || 


that we undertake to investigate the subject of 
retrenchment in the expenses of the Army. As 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance has 
observed, we are very imperfectly acquainted 


with that matter, afd when we take up, if we || 


should do so, that favorite branch of the service | 


—a favorite certainly in the view of the commit- 
tee which has that service specially in charge in 
this body—we should have to meet objections 
from that committee, and probably contest every 


inch of ground with it. So with regard to the | 


Navy; so with regard to the land system; so with 
regard to every other feature of any report which 
we might make in regard to retrenchment in the 
various branches of the public service. 

Now, then, I say to gentlemen, if they sincerely 
desire that retrenchment shall be made; if they 
believe that the President is sincerely in earnest 
in this matter, and desire to carry out his views 
as well as their own, they will take a course which 


is caleulated to produce the effect desired, and not | 


one which is calculated to thwart it. If thehonor- 


able mover will make a very slight change in his | 


resolution, all this matter can be accomplished, if 
anything is to be done, and if there is a sincere de- 
sire to accomplish it. Just submit, in his resolu- 
tion, to the Committee on Naval Affairs the in- 


vestigation of the matter how far the expenses of | 


the Navy can be reduced. So of the Army; so 
of the Treasury; so of the Post Office Department. 
The committees to which these subjects appro- 
peaeety belong are competent to do it. ‘They 
lave time, certainly, much more time to doa por- 
tion of the labor, than the Committee on Finance 
has to do the whole of it. 

I suppose the Committee on Finance should 
have charge of that portion of it relating to the 
Treasury. It would be as muchas they could do 
to take charge of that subject and report on it. I 
am glad the matter has been introduced. I am 
willing to discharge my share of the labor; more 
than my share, if desired; but I wish to see this 





business seriously undertaken in a manner that | 


shall bid fair to produce some practical result; but 


it cannot be by burdening one committee, which | 


has matters of so much importance as we have 
before us, with the whole of this duty, and expect 
us to make a report that will be satisfactory in any 


standing report in its character. I trust, there- 
fore, that the honorable mover will modify his 
resolution in some particulars, so as to give a fair 
opportunity, a reasonable chance to accomplish 
something. 

I agree with the Senator from Virginia, the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, that if 
we go on increasing our expenditures they will 
soon be beyond the power of the present revenue 
System to meet them. They are far beyond it 
now. I believe that no reduction which will meet 
the reasonable wants of the Treasury at the pres- 
ent time, the reasonable expenditures of the Gov- 





revenue that can be raised by the tariff as it stands 
at present, On that | may differ with the chair- 
man; but, at any rate, it is very easy to look into 
this matter if we desire to do so, and in order to 
accomplish it in the few days left to us, we must 
necessarily divide the labor. I stand like all other 
Senators here, unwilling to appear in any degree 
to oppose the slightest obstacle to that investiga- 
tion, Iam anxious for the investigation; but, sir, 
I am anxious that the reform, when it begins, or 
an attempt at it, should begin in such a manner 
as to show that we are serious in relation to the 
matter—not by preaching reform eternally, as has 
been done in Presidents’ messages and other doc- 
uments which are sent to us, without the first 
movement or the first idea suggested with the 
view properly, in any manner, to carry out the 
reform which is recommended. The President 
has control of the Departments; his officers in the 
Departments know where a reform can be made, 
if any is necessary. Why do not they suggest 
itto us? Why do not they point to the particu- 
lar places to which we are to go in order to find 


out what is wrong in the finances of the Govern- 


ment? We hear nothing but general recommend- 
ations; and now, if you are to heap everything in 
relation to this matter on one committee at this 
period of this short session, I tell you there is 
not the remotest possibility that anything can be 
accomplished. I trust, therefore, that the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee, if he is, as I know he is, 
sincerely desirous to reform the expenditures of 
this Government, will take a course that may be 
likely to produce some effect. 

Mr. BIGLER. I concur, Mr. President, most 
heartily, with the views presented by the Sena- 
tors from Virginia and Maine. 1 think that this 
subject ought to be referred to the several com- 
mittees having charge of the various Departments 
of the public service. The reasons for this opin- 
ion, to my mind, are very clear. The inquiry will 
not be one as to the amount of money expended 
alone; but it will cover, necessarily, the whole gov- 


|ernmental policy with reference to the branches 


of the public service which the respective com- 
mittees may represent. The Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roadsare already considering 
the subject. They have felt required, on the sug- 
gestion of the President and Postmaster General, 
to look into this question; and I can see at once 
why that inquiry would be very difficult for the 
Committee on Finance. It will cover the whole 

uestion of mail service. It leads into the ques- 
tion of how far the present service may be dis- 


| pensed with; whether we have not more routes 


than are necessary; whether the compensation be 
not more than is required ?, It will cover every 
consideration connected with our postal service. 
I do not see that the committee that prepares the 
appropriations, can, more especially than any 
other, inquire into the question of economy. The 


| same may be said of the Committee on Naval Af- 


fairs. Their inguiries will cover the whole ques- 
tion of the efficiency of that branch of the public 
service. I think the reason suggested by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, that the action and opinion of 
the Finance Committee would always be disputed 
by the committee properly representing the busi- 
ness, is conclusive. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs will judge whether it is wise or unwise to 
reduce the naval expenditures; whether any part 
| of the service can be dispensed with; whether it 
is wise to increase or diminish the Navy; and 
upon these inquiries will depend the propriety of 
the reduction of expenses. The same remark 
will apply to the Army, the other branch of the 
public defense; and, after the Committee on Fi- 
| nance shall have done its best—and we all know 


’ i} that the Senator from Virginia would devote him- 
portion of the Senate, or which will be an under- | 


self to the subject with untiring vigilance—he 
woulé find the whole of his efforts defeated by a 
difference amongst those committees. 
| Lagree heartily with the Senator from Tennes- 
see, and I am glad he has introduced the resolu- 
| tion; but, sir, if we are to have practical fruits 
| from his efforts, let the subject either go to a select 
| committee, or let it be divided into the several 
' classes and referred to the various appropriate 
committees. I hope the Senator from icone 
| will yield to the reasoning of the Senator from 
| Virginia. I know he will do so the moment he 


|| is.convinced that that policy is best to attain the 


| object which he has in view. 


ernment can be brought within any amount of || 1 should not have said a word on this question; 
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but I felt its importance, and I thought, too, the 
whole effort would be lost if the policy insisted 
on by the Senator from Tennessee should be 
adopted. I hope the resolution will either lie over 
or be changed. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the Senator from Ten- 
nessee will adhere to his resolution as it stands. 
It is the only practical form in which it can be 

ut. I know that this investigation may be trou- 
lesome and irksome to the Finance Committee, 
| but not more so than the general duties with which 
they are charged. If they have too much todo, 
they ought to be relieved. They have by custom, 
and I believe I may say by the order of the Senate, 
drawn to themselves the general consideration of 
all Departments of the Government. They pass 
judgment on every expenditure, down to a single 
dollar. The appropriation bills are all referred 
to them, and they pass upon every one of them. 
It is true, the committees who are charged with 
the consideration of the great arms of the public 
| defense, and other branches of the public service, 
suggest amendments, generally enlargements of 
the appropriations for that particular service. It 
| seems to be the rule in this body, and I believe it 
| is in the other House, so far as my experience 
and observation have gone, that every committee 
seems to think it its duty to obtain an enlargement 
of the appropriations for the particular branch of 
| the public service committed to its care; to getas 
much money as possible for that; and this great 
scramble has carried our expenditures ia ten or 
twelve years from $40,000,000 to $75,000,000. It 
is unnecessary to send this subject to each several 
committee, because they are already charged with 
it. It is their duty now, under the general rules 
of the Senate, to take into consideration every- 
| thing connected with that branch of the public 
service confided to them; to propose a correction 
of abuses; to diminish the service, if necessary 
to make it efficient; to put it in the best condition 
compatible with the public interest. We find that 
under the present system we have gone on in- 
| creasing and increasing, until the whole Senate 
says our expenses must be diminished. You 
| might just as well send the lamb to the wolf for 
| safety, as to send this subject to the various com- 
mittees ; for that is exactly the source of our evil. 
They have done this wrong, or have been unable 
to prevent the doing of it—one or the other. They 
have had charge of these great branches of the 
| public service, and the expenditures for them have 
| gone on increasing until a clamor has been created 
from without; and I am very glad it is beginning 
| to be felt from within. 

I think, then, this investigation should be cen- 
fided either to a special committee or to the Com- 
mittee on Finance; and it belongs peculiarly to the 
Committee on Finance, because they must have 
already this information before them; they must 
know pretty nearly what the revenue will be, and 
it is proper that theyshould adjust the public ser- 
vice to the revenue. We have but two or three 
| options left to us now: we must either reduce the 
public expenses to the revenue, which we all 
know is deficient at the present rate of expend- 
| iture; or we must raise the revenue; or we must 
| borrow money. Everybody seems to go against 
| borrowing, though I think there is more merit in 

that mode of relief, if itis shown to be fora tem- 
| porary deficiency of revenue, than is accorded to it 
either by the Executive Government or its oppo- 
| nents on this floor. 1 am not yet satisfied my- 
self that that would not be the wisest course; and 
I certainly think it would be if it should turn out 
on investigation that the existing deficiency is 
temporary, not permanent. Of course loans are 
vicious when made for the purpose of supplying 
a permanent deficiency; butif the deficiency is 
| temporary, a loan is the wisest way of raising rev- 
| enue to meet it—much wiser than to disturb a 
| great system of revenue and vary it for partial 
causes. 

The Committee on Finance of this body, and 
the Committee of Ways and Means in the other 
House, have drawn tc themselves, by the custom, 
if not by the order, of the two bodies, the super- 
vision of the entire expenditures of the Govern- 
ment,and they are the proper committees to pro- 
pose a reduction. Itis their duty todoit. They 
| ought to do it withouta special resolution. Those 
| committees are chargeable with the great body of 
the expenditures of the Government; but, instead 
| of looking into these matters themselves,a system 
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hing rrownupin both branches, of late years, un- 
der which these committees consider themselves 
mere recorders of the demands of the executive 
offices TAs of the Government: and not mere ly the 
chiefs of bureaus, who gene rally know as little 
about such matters as those who pass on them 
here: but even the subordinates in the various 
offices make their estimates, and the Senate and 
House of Representatives seem to be power- 
less to arrest them. Indeed, they can get a puff 
ina newspaper for the great facility and rapidity 
with which they press the various appropriation 
bills through Congress. This is very easily done 
by taking the Government estimates. 
neither learning, nor genius, nor patriotism. It 
only requires subserviency. It has come to this, 
that the appropriation bills come to us from the 
Departments printed, and they are put through 
Now and then, some outsiders 
like myself atte mptto call attention to some great 
outrage, some unnecessary extravagance; and we 
pitch off a little | 


our committees. 


here and a little there; but the 
great volume rolls on, strengthening and enlarg- 
ing with every inch it travels. Itis said now it 
ought to be stopped. Are wi capable of stopping 
it? You say you wanttime. You have plenty 
of time to appropriate cighty ora hundred mil- 
lion dollars, and [ should suppose you had time 
enough to save twenty millions. Although you 
have but sixty days left. you are roing to appro- 
priate cighty or nin ty millions. You have just 
as much time to appropriate it intelligently, as 
you have to appropriate it lavishly and igno- 
rantly, unless you are determined to ignore your 
public duties. ‘The time it takes to pass an ex- 
travagant appropriation bill is time enough to 
pass an economical and just one. Though there 
be buta day oran hour left, if itis too short a 
time to pass a good bill, itis too short to passa 
bad one; and Jetthem all fail. Ifthe Legislature 
is incapable of doing its duties well, let it not do 
them at all, 

I hope this resolution will go to the Committee 
on Finance. Itis properly their duty to attend 
to this matter. Itisthe duty of the other com- 
mittees to attend to it in the particular branches 


committed to their care; but they have not done | 


it, and the consequence is a great increase in ex- 
penditure. [make no charges againstany com- 
mittee. I belong to some committees, and [know 
that now and then a gentleman on one committee 
will attempt to retrench a little here and a little 
there; but the general fact which I state applies 
to all the committees, as we all know; and every 
department of the Government has gone on en- 
larging its expenditures until at last it has begun 
to attract public attention, and the Executive ap- 
peals to us to do something in the work of re- 
trenchment. While there is a general cry for 
retrenchment, When any practical movement is 
made, the answer always ts that this is not the 
right time, that is not the rig@t place. I am afraid 
we shall never find a right time or a right place, 
until the popular revolution becomes strong 
enough to send here men who will do the public 
business better than we have done it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, it would 
be very easy, I take it, for the Committee on 
Finance to take the course suggested by the hon- 
orable Senator from Georgia; that is to say, to go 
over the appropriation bills when they are present- 
ed to us, and strike out a gross sum here, anda 
gross sum there,and a gross sum inanother place, 
and reduce in one place and another. We can do 
that; but the question after all is, whether we 
should do it understandingly and properly? Now, 
sir, I do not belong to that class of individuals 
who suppose that this Government can be carried 
on withouttheexpenditure ofa large sam ofmoney 
yearly. From the extent of our territory, as well 
ws from the number of our people, and more from 


the extent of our territory than from the number | 


i 


of our people, we must necessarily be at great 
expense in carrying on this Government. But 
the Committee on Finance, if I understand its 
duties as imposed upon it by the rules, has to dis- 
cover what existing laws require, and to propoce 
the appropriations according to those laws. Te is 
not for us to say that this law shall not be carried 
out for want of an appropriation, or that law not 
be carried out for want of en appropriation, We 
must discover what the laws require, and submit 
to the Senate the appropriations necessary to exe- 


cute them. Thatis our duty. Wé are notcharged | 


It requires 


with the duty of revising the laws making these 
appropriations necessary, in any shape or form. 
We may be of opinion in some cases that too 
much is asked for, and then we do make reduc- 
tions, and we have made them, or have tried to 
make them, very often without success. Now, 
sir, if you wish to reform the expenditures, and re- 
trench the amount of money that it has taken to 
carry on this Government, you must begin in the 
several departments. The Senator from Georgia 
is always anxious for reform. 
upon the judiciary of the country. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have nothing to do with that 
department. ‘The Senate has discharged me from 
that. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I was mistaken. The 
honorable Senator was formerly a member of the 
Judiciary Committee; I thought he was now. I 
will say he ought to have begun with the expenses 
of the judiciary. They have been increasing, 
from time to time, until they have got to be enor- 
mous; and, I believe, have been increasing wrong- 
fully and unnecessarily. 

Mr. TOORMS. No doubt of it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why has not that matter 
been looked at heretofore by gentlemen who were 
making these retrenchments? So in 
matters relating to commerce. There is room 
enough there. 
cannot make a retrenchment in the number of offi- 
cers who are employed in the collection of the 
revenue ? whether we cannot strike down expend- 
ijtures there as well as elsewhere? I believe we 
can. 


desirous of 


laws which call for expenditures increasing the 
number of judicial districts, increasing salaries in 
that particular department. We go on in thede- 
partments relating to revenue, increasing the num- 
ber of officers unnecessarily, increasing salaries, 
too, creating this and that building—totally un- 
necessary and uncalled for, in my jadgment—to 
cratify different sections of the country. These 
are the places to begin; and those who begin 
should have charge of those particular depart- 
ments. Is there any difficulty in their doing it? 

Mr. TOOMBS. They will not do it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, Very well. 1 wish to 
impese that duty onthem. I wish to impose the 
duty on each committee having charge of the su- 
pervision of each department, to look into that 
with which they are best acquainted, and not call 
on the Committee on Finance to make an inves- 
titration, and then when we come in with a re- 
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present session of Congress. I repeat, therefoy 
that while I am indisposed, in any shape or fory,. 
to stand in the way of the honorable Senator froy, 
‘Pennessee, but, like everybody else, wish to aid 
him in every possible way that I can, I am jy 
earnest about the matter,and wish something ac. 
complished, that it should not be ** sound and fury 
signifying nothing.”’ , 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presiden: 
I hope the Committee on Finance will withdray 
their opposition to this resolution going to them 
for consideration, It seems to be a proposition 
| that everybody is for; yet there can be no agree. 


|, mentas to the proper disposition of the resolution, 


I should like to know whether we | 


We go on here from day to day passing | 


port, if we ever get a chance to make one, have | 


gentlemen of different committees saying that we 


are totally mistaken; that we are ignorant of the | 


subject; that we aregnot acquainted with it; that 
we do not know how much to ask for. 
itis simply because I desire, sincerely desire, that 
the expenses of this Government should be re- 
trenched, that | wish the duty properly appor- 
tioned among those gentlemen who are best quali- 
fied to inform the 
take place. That is my object; and I believe now, 
as I stated before, that if gentlemen really expect 


No, sir; | 


Senate where reduction can | 


on rational grounds to have anything done at this | 


session, they will not impose this enormous bur- 


den on the Finance Committee. They might have || 


an opportunity to look into some portion of it, | 


but ii would be physically impossible for them to 
do all the Jabor that would be required by this 
examination. 


Why, sir, it includes a review and a consider- | 


ation of all the branches of expenditures in all the 
Departments of the Government. If we could de- 
vote our whole time to it, between now and the 
close of this session, it would be little enough for 
the examination and for framing the laws neces- 
sary to carry it out, for we cannot put it into the 
appropriation bills. If we bring in an apprepria- 
tion bill here—for instance, a bill appropriating 
money for the service of the Navy—and append 
to it provisions repealing this source of expendi- 
ture, and that source of expenditure, we opena 
fruitful subject of debate on every single bill that 


we bring in with which retrenchment isconnected., || 
But if we are to frame general bills in relation to | 
the whole, if you impose it on us, you will have | 


to demand of the committee to sit in the recess 
and send for persons and papers, and make an 
examination and have a detailed report, and pre- 


pare bills for the next session of Congress. I |) 


have not the slightest idea that we can do any- 
thing on a resolution so broad as this, at the 


| ‘The Committee on Finance—not speaking dispar. 
agingly of the other committees—is an able, ay 
industrious, a working committee, and that com. 
|| mittee is necessarily compelled to make all the 
investigations that would be needed in order ty 
frame a bill or bills of the description mentioned 
in the resolution. All the appropriations for the 
Navy, all the appropriations for the Army, all 
the appropriations for the civil department, all the 
appropriations for the judiciary, have to pass un- 
der the consideration of that committee. They, 
of course, must determine as to the propriety or 
impropriety of making the appropriations. They 
then, in fact, are compelled to make the investi- 
gation necessary to enable them to say how much 
is necessary. Why should they make the investi- 
gation witho&t it being their daty to report a bill? 
We have most conclusive proof furnished to-day 
of the propriety of sending it to that committee, 
Just before its introduction we saw the honorable 
chairman of the Committeegn Naval Affairs re- 
porting a bill increasing the expenditures of that 
Department. That does not seem likely to bea 
very appropriate committee at this time to bring 
about a reduction of expenditures in that Depart- 
ment. We see indicated, too, from the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance, his codperation in 
| this work of reduction; and he thinks it ought to 
be commenced, and is willing to commence it, but 
the greatest difliculty that seems to be in the way 
is the labor it imposes on that committee. As | 
| before remarked, that committee, in fact, practi- 
| cally performs all the labor necessary to the ascer- 
tainment of the correct information which should 
be embodied in a bill of ths description. If you 
refer this subject to the various committees of the 
Senate, the result will be no report and no reduc- 
tion. J do not mean to cast any improper impu- 
tation on any of the committees; but when you 
call upon the Committee on Military Affairs to 
make a reduction in the expenditures of the War 
Department, they are fortified with all the argu- 
| ments and reasons why those expenditures should 
be kept up or increased. When you call on the 
Naval Committee, it is the same thing; and so on 
| with all the committees having charge of particu- 
lar departments. Hence the Committee on Finance 
is the proper committee. It is their duty to su- 
pervise and look into the appropriations for all the 
departments, and see whether they are right or 


|| wreng, and reportaccordingly. I hope the chair- 


man of the Committee on Finance will withdraw 
| his opposition, and let the resolution go to his com- 
mittee. Let them commence the work, and if they 
cannot go through with it during this session, let 
them report how far they have gone, and indicate 
how muchecan be done. You will find, too, when 
that committee commeace the work, as I believe 
they will commence it in good earnest, if the duty 
is imposed upon them by a resolution, that war 
will be made upon them in many instances from 
other committees of this House. To my mind, 
the conclusion is clear and strong that that is the 
| proper committee to commence this work of re- 
trenchment. 

3ut the Senator from Maine throws out a doubt, 
in his remarks, as to the sincerity of the Presi- 
_dent in recommending retrenchment. I believe 
‘the President is in earnest, and that he has made 
the recommendation in good faith; but, if he is not 
in earnest, let us put him to the test. He has 
agreed to give aid to this committee, or any com- 
mittee that Congress may institute, in prosecating 
their investigations in the various Departments, 
and has recommended a reduction. Now, let us 
test his sincerity; and | ask the Senator from 
Maine to go with me, and put the President to the 
test. [ know, so faras I am concerned—and I say 
| itin no spirit of egotism—that my acts, my votes, 
|| and my speeches in the Congress of the United 
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